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Preached at Hanwell in the firſt yeere of 


. his Maieſties reigne, 1602. Theone 


- ; by 7. D. theother by R, C. 
| | ; Partre.3.1, 
| It grientth me not to write the ſame things to you, and 
| by , for you itisa ſurething. 
] — — 
| T3A1angy'3. . 


Hearken,and your ſoule ſhall ne. 


f AT LO N DON EY 
Im rintedb Felix Kynefon, fox Thomas Man. 
; ot be fl atihe gneofthe Talborly ; 
Pacer nofier yo. I 610+ 


_- 4 
a; 
= A 
© *4 

Tea 


FT 


T 


- [ . 
13G LT BSTGTH 


C1 9U DI 3 * 


C 


O 1 »/; WIN v3} 


» 
Z "— q o : : - d4 
by ” : 2 . « "1 
= q 

CE Lees ry ET gy an nn ea re re. 


| TheDodtinesofthefirſtSermon. 
. + Thergodh ſorrow and holy affition,is the beſt remedy in - 


ny ſorrow and affliftion, 

2 That the greateſt _—_— that ſhowldronch the hearts - 
of Gods / 0 i the affliction of the Church, | 

3 That we muſt nexer ceaſe our humiliation, till God gine 
conſolation,. 

4. That good men muſt ſe their eyes to flirre vp their harts 
10 pitic and compa/ſion, that ſo they may be pierced with griefe 
and ſorrow. | 

5 That the more harmeleſſe men be, the more they ſhall bee ? J 
moleſted. | > *_ 

6 That when troubles ariſe againſt our bodies and ſtates, I» 
Satan labours to breed troubles in onr ſoules.. : __ 


my 
: *> 


TheDodtrinesof the ſecond Sermon. 


1: That there is no diſtreſſe,no breaking and cruſving what« 
ſoener,that ſhall binder Gods people from praying vnto him, 
2. That the name of God is the only cauſe that brings Chri- 
frians into Gods preſence, and makgs them to call ypon bu 
name, with ſtrong cries,and comfortable requeſts. : 
3 That Gods children in their prayers and ſernices doe 
. warke and know how they ſpeed. 
| 4 Thatthoſewhom God hath once heard in mercy,hee will % 
i alwaies heare, | | 
| $: That they thatwould not hane God to ſhut bis eares a- | 
| gaivft their prayers, muſt be-ſure that they ſigh andcrie, | , 
6 That m the day that we draw neere to'Godinprajer, God * 
will draw neere to vs in mercy. « - 
7 That God onely cancurethe heart of feares. 
8: That God us the maintainer aud vpbolder of bis people. 
9 That there ts nothing done,ſpoken or thought againſt a<- 
»7 Chriftinn,bnut God takes knoVviedge of it, ; 
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Taz FirsT Sermon. 


Lamentations,chap.. verſ 48.8&c. 

48 Mine eye ra#leth out riners of water for the de- 
firattion of the daughter of my people. 

49 Mine eye droppeth Caark 'flay,and ceaſeth not. 

50 Till the Lord looke downe and behold from hea- 
en. 

51 Mine eye breaketh mine heart, becanſe of all the 
daughters of my city. 

52 Mine enemies chaſed me fore like a bird without 


cauſe 
53 They ſbut vp my hiſe in the Suman and caft 4 


one wpon me. 
54 Waters ond ouer my head, then — I, Iam 
arg, 


LL theſe only doe.containe aLamen- 
Y| tation of the Propher, and of the reſt 
of Gods peoplefor the iudgements of 
God on his Church and on Ieruſalem 
| . bis ownecitie :and for the miſery and 
.*p]| calamitic that lay vpon their whole 
| S=S! Rate. After this ſort they bewaile their 
heauie caſe: Hine eye caſteth ont riners of water,Cf cs 
.N owthis Lamentation is ſet forth, 


Daridyhy themaner of” itaud . 8 . Thes "0 
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moiſten his-eyfs with teares, bur ſent forth rivers of 
reares, ver{.48, which is an exceſſive kinde of ſpeech 
viuall in the Scriptures, and ſignifying that he wept 
abundantly, | 

Secondly, by the continuance of it . Mine Nei- 
opptth without ſtay, and ceafeth not, verl, 49. 
cr ſhall it ceaſe, bur I will continue lamenting rt 
the Lord locke downe from heauen, and ſhew _ 
figne that. he doth behold and pitic our eſtatc, verſ.. 


0. 
Thirdly, their lamentation is ſetoutby the finceritie 
of it, that ir proceeded from trueth nd vprightneſle:- 
Mine eye breaketh mine heart , verl, 51. That is, the 
things that I ſee with mine eye, doe cauſe me to la- 
ment. wonderfully :.ſo heauie is the caſe of all the 
_ of my citic, that it euen breaketh my very 
cart, , 


_ (T-Inward, which was griefe of heart.. 

The cauſes ofitare ) verl.5, 
of two ſorts: 2 Outward, which was the cruelty of 
| their enemies :-which isſet forth :- 


Firſt, by a ſimilitude taken from fowlers : Mine 
enemies hae chaſed me ſore like a bird, verl, 52. Implying: 
thereby that they made it a ſport, a recreation nc 
trade to purſue. Gods ſeruants : they. did as it were 
goe ahauking after innocent and harmeleſſe ſoyles. 

Secondly,their crueltie is deſcribed by a compariſon 
taken from hunters, who vſed to digge pits to the in-- 
tent that great beafts might fall into them, and fobe in- 
trapped:and then they would throw Rones at them, 
or vic ſome ſuch meanes to kill them, when they durſt- 
not goedowne into the pit where they were. + 


= 
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. Such were the plats and endeanours of their aduer- 
faries: they were as cunning and as eager intheir 

- atterptsagainſt the people of God, as men would 
be in _ a Beare or a Lion, that otherwiſe 
would kill them if they were at libertie, verſ{.5 3. 
Laflly, their crueltie is ſer out by a compariſon 
drawne from the inundation of waters: their rage 
was like the violence of mightie riuers and floods, 
that ouerflowe and drewne all that comes in their 
way, verſ.54- 


. Vearl.q8, Mineeye caſteth out rivers of m_ Their af- 
flition was fo fore, that their caſe in regard of any carth- 
hy fuccour that could be cxpeRed, was helpleſſe and re- 
medilefſe. In vaine ic was to ſpeake vnto men; for they 
were inexorable, becauſe chey were mercilefle : i yaine it 
was to take weapons; they had had too much of that 
before, and by that meanes Zedekiah had euen vadone 
them : and as forother helps, they were as farre to ſeeke as 
for thefe. Now therefore they fall ro weeping, and ſeeke 
to rcelieue themſelues by teares, and by fighes and grones 
beforethe Lords throne in heauen, Whence ariſeth this 


Thargodfy forrow and holy affliction is the beſt reme- DoA.r. 
dic in any ſorrow and afflition whether it be from en, Godly ſorrow 
from Sathan, or from God himſelfe : whether it be on bo. ® ſoucraigne 


remedic, 


dic, on fate,on name, or on the minde and ſoule ofa man: 
whether it bee on particular perſons, our ſclues, or thoſe 
thatare about vs, or on the whole land,on church or com- 
mon wealth, this is the moſt ſoueraigneremedie inall mi- 
ſerics and extremities whatfocucr. This inward godly 
riefe is a ſalue''for every ſore, and a plaiſter for cuery 
wound, 'Toweepe andcry and powre out our hearts be- 
fore God is that conrſe that depen eake,and that which 
wee mul take in the like diftreſſe : according 'to the mea- 
Save ofthe aflition, and as it is more publike or private, 
'{vmuſtbe the meaſure of our lamentation, To this there 
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Iſaiah,6r. 
13.&c, 


is. a. ptotniſe. made-ir\ the :prophecie >of:-Hfaied : That 


ſuch kinde of perſons : for 
Reaſon 1. . 


- Toel.2.13, 


p " \ #* . 


when our. hands _qapen, -our value our 
tongues preuaile. with others, yet|them: weemayrelicue 
our ſ{clues: by our-'prayers yato!God: for' in:that place 
the Lord vndertaketh rhart monrners ſhalbe comforted , 


: &c., God the Father ſends his oWwne ſonne; and the Father 


and the Sonne doe ſend. the holy Ghoſt, thar when men 


a: mourning and feele their pouertic ſo 'as:it-breakes- | 


.the;r hearts,the ſpirit which is the-comforter may mi- 


nilter comfort vnto them : that when they ſeele their cap- 
tivitie and impriſonment, Chriſt Icſus may ſet them ar 


ubettic:: be they neuer ſo weake, neue ſo meave;. never ſo 
. miſerable; never ſo Gnfull, if once they Game thus (to 


mourne, they-ſhall have their hegrts;comforted : though 
they be couered with aſhes, God will givetbem beautie 
for aſhes, and put on them the garment of pladnes,for the 
ſpirit of heanines : beltowing vpon- them that which ſhall 
make them cheerefull, even ;he;orle of ioy:00t an, carthly 
butan heauenly oyle.. - 310% 25 boonit's 

Andithere is greatcauſe why God ſhaulddeale fo with 


, * 


1. Heeisfull of pitie and compaſſion :and therefore the 
prophet /oe/biddeth vs rent our bearts andnot our garments: 
that.is, bring: inward forrow that may:cpth and breake 
the heart, and then turne-vnto the Lord: which if wedo, 

we ſhalbe ſure of reliefe';and why ?-The Lords mercifidl 
. (faith hee) and our Godis very readre to forgine, Y 
When we ſee our children mourning and confeſſin 
their faults, wee cannotbut haye our bowels of compaſſt= 
on yearning towardsthem, 1 0 

If /acob had ſtood by andheard his{onne /ofephrpiti- 
fullmoane that in the anguiſh ofhis ſoule hee madeiyneo ' 
his brethren, when they dealt ſo*'ynnaturallie with bim, 
would hee not haue pitied him, and by ſtrong hand have 
reſcued him from his cruell ſonnes? What ſhall wee then 

thinke of God? he is faxre more merciful than /acoh,was, 


4 


ani weegre meerer vm! hjem then s was vary his 
facher? Ard thereſforewhen we mourne ina holy manher, 
certainly hee will ariſe and have mercie vpon vs. Hee cannot 
conttine, when hee ſees our hearts ſull of ſorrow, and'our 
eycs full ofteures : for the fighs and groanes of his people 
doe givehimno reſt in heauen, ' ': l ; 

- Secondly, this godly mourning muſt ieeds be a rr 
remediec itt all mannerof afflictions, becauſe ir makes our 
prayers very fatcible : it ſets an edge ypon our petitions, 
and makes vs pray heartily, feruently and rongly. When 
lacob wept in his prayer, it was ſo effeQuall that hee pre- 
uailed. When Go prople ioyned together to powre 7 
buckets full of teares; drawne from the botrome of their 
hearts before the Lord,they were maruellouſlyhelped: for 


the great meaſure of their teares, made their ſupplications r.Sam.7.5. 


more feruent: and therefore it is aid of Chriſt Icſus him- 


ſelfe,that in the daies of bis fieſh bee did offer vp prayers with Heb.s.7. 


frong crying, and teares unto him thu Was able to ſave him 
from death. When our Sauiour was abour the principall 
point ofhis mediatorſhip, then did he gather firength vn- 
eo himlſelfe by this meanes. | 

' Thirdly, this muſt needs bee very effeQuall,becauſe it is 
excceding forcible againſt ſine : for when ſorrow comes 
into the hearr, ſinne goes out, it will not lodge there, vn- 
leſſe ir be cockered and made much of, When euery one la- 
ments his iniquitic, and mournes ouer Chriſt Ieſus whom 
he hath pierced by his ſins; then chere is a founraine ope- 
ned to waſh them from all, euen from finnes that made « 
ſeparation betwixt God and vs. Zach. r2.and 13. 

Sceing then that this godly and holy ſorrow is a meanes 
to make Godpitie vs, to make vs call carneſily ypon him, 
and toexpell finne, which might hinder vs from prevai- 
ling with him, je maft needs follow that of all remedies in 
times of diftrefſe,thisis the beſt and fareft, © V 
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rth Geneſis 32. 


: This ferues for inflrution yaro vs to vic allmeanes and Uſe r, 


furtherances, whereby wee may attaine vnto this. There 
-are many afflitions abroad, _ neerer home, in our 
3 It. owne 


V 


Kehemi.o, 


V 


owne townes and families : hwy are many things 
amifle in our owne hearts : as, a medicine for euetie: 


_ eneofourmaladies:let ys get itand vſeit;,. and/all argu= 


ments and helpes that may continue and encreaſcit ; as. 
the Nincuites, hauing dircion by the ſpirix-of God _ 
many ofthem as were his) did when ſonah threatned de= 
firuQion againſt theireitie within fortie. daies; they aba- 
ſed themſelues and fell to mtourning,.and-vſed faſting to; 
helpe it onward : the people mult ſhew it in their counte=- 
nances :the lowing of the beaſts, and crying of the infants; 
muſt further them to this holy remorſe and griefe for their 
great and hainous;tranſgreſſions, They had gricued the: 
Lord by their iniquities, and therefore now, they would! 
grieue themſelues with godly contritionfor them, Hence 
it was that Gods people among the Iewes vied to weare 
fack-cloth,tolie on the ground, and to pur duſt ypon their 
heads, which were then meanes to further: them in the 
worke of humiliation. | A - re 
Therefore now that wee fearedanger is neere ys, let vs 
betake our ſelues to this holy mourning :'if wee refuſe to 
doe it, and ſtill continue to be hard-hearted ; if the peſti= 
lence come into our families, wee are likely tobe taken! a= 
way with the firſt,and to have not only our bodies,but ous 
foules in danger, and that of Gods wrath and cuerlaſting 
diſpleaſure, | : | 
Therefore let ys ſceke to haue our hearts mollified by 
this excellent meanes of God; and for this end; conſider 
of the bleſſings of God plentifully powred downe ypon _ 
our nation, and ypon our ſelues in'particular :as they did 
inthe day. of their humiliation, of whom Nehemiah ma- 
keth mention, | 
Letvs ſeriouſly recount how many mercies wee haue 
enjoyed, and how much they hauc beenabuſed : how ma» 
ny affliftions wee haue felt, and how little wee -haue 
been bettered :how many. deliucrances wee haue found, 
and yet how cagcleſie, nay ho rebellious wee haye con- 
"> Las. 


The firſt Sermon. It 
: "Letvo weigh With oirTdaes whathurt our fines haue 
done vato'vs;'how T_T things they haue tiirne 
fromys j and how mariyeuils they haue puld ypon vs:and 
aboueall,let vs remember whata huge weighrand multi- 
tude of miſeries they haue brought ypon our Sauiour : 
namely,debaſcment ard humiliation :ſorrowes and ſuffe= 
rings: aſſaults and temprations :'the heaticeburthen of our 
Nrineſſe, and the plonons puniſhment dic for our de- 
:therage and violence of moſt tnaliciousmen;and the 
wrath and diſpleaſure of the moſt righteous God : tor- 
ments of bodiezand rerrors of ſoule, and death ir ſelfe, a 
painfull death;a ſhamefull death,anda'curſed death. 
© Secondly ,hereby may thoſe bee confured thar'thinke it Uſe 2, 
dangerous to meditate on ſuch things as will diſcomfort 
them,and bring them to deſperation, as they ſpeake : and 
therefore they would haue no-man'to tell them of 'their 
ſinnes :butlerthem heare of thermercies of God it! Chriſt: 
that theyare likely to eſcape Gods hand when the peſti= 
lence comes neere them, though others eſcape nor, but 
bee ſept away on euery fide of them, being notwith- 
Randing-as good or better then' themfelues, Farre be it 
from vs thatany here preſent ſhould haue ſuch thoughts, 
ot gine ſuch care to ſuch carnall counſell, ' ' 6 + 
./, There isno danper in Chriſtian Torr6w;but the more of 
it,the better, And therefore the Apoſtle /ameraith : Swffer Tam.4.y; 
affliftion,or dffliff your ſelnes, aud ſorrow and weepe : and if a- 
ny thing keepe you from mourning, away with it: /et goe 
laughter, and let carnal mirth be turned into mourning, and 
Jour ion into heanineſſe  Othen ou cannot caſt down your 
ſelues ſo lowgbut God wiltraiſe youvyp againe,antfitreng- 
then yuu hearts with the greater comfort, ' 
Obieft.Ohbut co weepe and lament;it is not manhood: Obieltion, 
itarguesthat men want courage andfortitude,andisalro- vo 
| veer m6 waa perſon-of 4 marv:they wiltrruſtin hy 
God(they fay) andneuermounieforanyinatier]?///! i 
\ Dothir argue want of coirage'to farent? Nay it' 
Ea nk as Fo _— 
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Sointion, 


Hoſea 13.3.4. 


Pſal.6.6. 
Pſal.119; 136. 


FRY 


Lacharic <= 


Ueb.s. 


theythinke of /«cob,was he a coward? They canner fayifo 
for the holy Ghoſt giues him that comm thathie 


 - ThefuſtSermon. © 


had firength and courage not onely to preuaile againſt 
men, but S ikehe Ang of the conenant. And what was 
bis conflit? He Wept and prajed,as the Prophet Hoſes wit- 
nefſeth. Was this mewn oning Rl for the 
Scriptures commends it for notable firength, - | 
And further, whatdoe they thinke of Dawid? was hee a 
coward? they will not ſodiſgrace thatrenowned King,and 
worthie Captaine ofthe Lords hoſt, as to lay ypon him 
the imputation of cowardiſe : yet hee-makes mention of 
his tearesandthat often : as inthe Plalmes, where he faith, 


| that bee watered his couch with teares : that his eyes did guſh 


forth with riners of teares becauſe men kgpe not Gods law : and 
ſuch like, | 
d whatwill fay to all Gods people, of whom it 
1p har er. Sn. ng hey hd for lefiah in the 
valley of Hadadrimmon, where hee was {laine, whoſe deach 
all Iſrael did bitterly bewaile? and as one wonrnerh for his 
firſt borne, the onely heire and of the familie. What 
will they anſwere to this? will condemne all Gods 
people fr a generation of cowards ? Nay, this is fo farre 
rom bewraying want of fortitude, that wee may boldlie 
fay, that wheamen are fulleſt of ſuch teares, they are ſul- 
leſt of fortitude. | 
For whatſhall wee thinke of the Lord Iefus Chriſt? had 
hce no heart? was hee deſtitute of courage ? thaticould not 
py bee. Nay, when hee was to cxerciſe the fulnefle of 
is power :to yndertake ſuch a worke as no-creature durſR 
attempt: »yhen he was to offer vp himlſclfe: to his father as 
a ſacrifice for the finnesof the Ele: when hee was to ene 
counter the Lords wrath and his iuſtice, Saran and death, 
hell and damnation, and all the power of darknefle, that 
fame time be wept.and thatabundantly: And Ihope none. 
will ſay thac.then our Sauiours heart failed him, notwiths 
ng fi« bitter teares and cries. - 1 / -/ 1 1; 10! 


"Earn le dat rncemep whence ou 


: 
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they are without heare, and vrterly void of crue fortitude, 
ſubieromaruecllous feares and violence diſtempers,(which 
ariſe from abaſe minde) for what isthe reaſon they are fo 
afraid of death? but becauſe they haue not mourned for 
their finnes, and ſo remoued the ſting of death? which if 
they had done, they would triumph ouer death, and 
with Saint Paw, 1.Cor.15. O Death where « thy fling ? 
their hearts would then ſtand faſt as the ſtrong moun- © 
taincs,end not be afraid of any ill tidings : No not of the peſti= Plal.n 1s. 
lence that Wilketh in the derks nor of the plague that deſtroy. P'al 91.6. 
8th at noone day. L 
J' Thirdly, this makes exceedingly for the comfort of 71/7 ,, 
thoſe that are mourners in Sion :they are in fauour with 
God,and out of the reach of all danger,fothatnothing can 
bcfall chem for hurt. Blefſed ave thoſe thet mourne, for they Marth.g. 
ſhallbe comforted:more happie is the poore man that w 
= / on chen the greateſt potenrate that rejoyceth in 
cn, | 
Verſ.18, For the deftruition of the dewghter of my people. 
Here is the cauſe of their lamentation: it was the ruives 
and calamities of Gods Church, and poore diftrefled fer- 
wants : whence this do&rine may be gathered, 
Thatthe greateſt afflition that ſhould touch the hearts DoF, 2, 
of Gods people, is the affliction of the Church: asis eui- Wharati&s 
dent our of this text : For when Gods inheritance was doe go necreſt 
ſpoyled, ſome pur to the ſword, others led captiue, the CE of 
Temple of Godrazed,and the oxerciſes of religion aboli. Om 
ſhed, this made themo grieue exceedingly : this was it 
that wrought vpon /erewie, and made him breake foorth 
intothoſe wiſhes, Oh that mine head were full of Water, and lerem.g.x. 
that mine eyes were 4 fonntaine of teares, that 1 might weepe | 
day andnight for the ſlaine of the danghter of my people ! As if 
| hecouldnot haue his fill, nor weepe enough for the deſo- 
htionsof Sion,and the miſerable ouerthrow therof which 
©. This was it that went neere the heart of good Nehe- yohemag, 
ach; who being in great-proſperitic, Cup-bearer to the and au1.2. 
" Rai ff B 3 mightief} 


Heſter 4.16. 


Philip.2.6.7. 


Rea(ons 
I, 


14 ThefofSerman. 
. mightieſt Monarch that wasthen inthe world, and in ſpe- 
 ciall fauour with him: yer for the affligion'and ri 


wherein the Church of God was, hee conceiued ſuch in- 
ward ſorrow,that he was ſad in theKings preſence: which 
yet wasathing that he muſt and would haue forborne, if 
poſſibly hecould. Moſes goes further : hee doth not onely 


mourne,but is content to lay downe his proſperitie,and to 


expole his eſtate toa manifeſt ouerthrow,ſothat he mighr 
helpe forward the deliuerance of the affliged Ifraclires, 
and faue them from the hands of their oppreſſors: For he 
knew he could not be in fauour with Phareob,if he ſhould 
ioyne with them, whom hee ſo cruelly handled : bur he 
choſe rather to ſuffer affiiftion With the people of God, then ts 
be called the ſonne of Pharaohs daughter. Heſter ſeemes to 
oe ſomewhat beyond him: for ſhe reſolues with her ſelf 
the cauſe of the nm 0" were then all deſtinated to 
Naughter) to aduenture her life in going to the Kingin 
their behalfe : [ will goe (faith ſhe) thowgh it becomrarie to 
the law,and if 1 be.1% ? | | 

But our Lord Ieſus Chriſt goes beyond them all : ſor 
when hee was in ſupreme excellencie, hee was ſoaffeatcd 
with the wofull caſe of his Ele&, into which they had 
brought themſcluesby their owne rebellions againſt him, 
that hee humbled hrmſelfe, and tooke on him the ſtate of a ſer» 
#4nt ;and ſubmitted himſclfe to many forrowes, diſgra- 
ces, and ſufferings, not only while he liued, but principal- 
lie when hee died (as hath been before in part declared) 
that ſo hee might deliver his people from the wrath to 
come,and from cternall death, which they had deſcrued, 
and muſt have elſc endured. 

And there is great reaſon why the affliQion of the 
Church ſhould ſo affeQ vs :and that firſt inregard of the 
communion that is betwixtGod and them: for they are 
called the Lordsflocke, his chiefe treaſure vnderheauen, 
his firſt borne, yea the very apple of his eye ;and there- 
fore being fo deare vnto the Lord, they ſhould bee deare 
ynto ys, and wee ſhould haue a tender care of them and 
MOowne 


moeurne im:ourhearts for any cuil} that befalls them' : as 
Teremie did;chap.3zo.that the Leads flocke ſhould goe into 
captiuitie, ” 
Secondly, wee ſhould be thus affeRed in regard of the 

- communion thatisbetweene chem and.vs:for - i are our: 
members, yea.neerer vnto vs then our bodilie members:' 
and wee ſhould haue greater care of the whole Church, 
then of ourſe{ues, becauſe it more concernes Gods glorie, 
Howbeit indcedin caring for them;wee care for our ſelues: ' 
too ; labouring topreuent their afflitions,we preucht our 
owne, and weeping for others miſcries, wee get armour; 
that will keepe off miſcrie from ourſelues.. | 

. And that there is-noidanger in dealing for the ſeruants 
of God, may appearein Exodus. One would haue thought 
there had been ſome great euillneere CHoſerand efaror, 
when they muſt fetch out of Egypt ſuch a people from ſuch: 
a King :not only-by petition, bur by command,and threat-- 
ning if he woukd got yeeld :we would haue imagined that: 
Pharaoh, a proud man, would neuer haue indured thisart 
their hands; and yet we ſee they were in perill, but of all. 
_ __ othersmoſiſafe, Fg” 
./.-+ 2 Thirdly,theafflition of the Church muſt needs work: 
moſt ypon the hearts of Gods choſen, becauſe of the inſul- 
cations and triumphs ofthe wicked againſt them, when. 


they cric out, where i now their God? And that was it that x, a ; 
Aoſes did vrge tomoue God to ſpare his people, when he Numb.14.6. 


threatnedto deſtroy them fortheir Idolatric, he entreates. 
God to remeinber his great name. and to ſpare them, Jef, 
the Egyptians ſhould ſay that hee had brought them out ma-- 
liciextls ro ſlay them in the mountaines, and to conſume thens 
from the earth : or that hee was not able to bring them into. 
the land of Canaan. This is itthat goes to the heart of the. 
faithfull, when they heare profane. perſons reuiling the 
hoſt of the liuing God. Oh theſe are your profeſſors (lay, 
they) theſe are they which runne with their Bibles to ſer- 
mons,theſe are they that were wont to bragge thatprayer. 
would preucnt or.remoue Gods: judgements ; doe you 
not. 


xv. 
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norſce thartheyare ſove away by the peftilence as well 
asothers ea? hae bath Sith pouertic andneceſ< 
fiticas well as others? that theſe and the like defpirefull 


. andbirrer ſpeeches and taunts, doe' wound the very hearts 


of ſuch as loue Gods glorie, and defire the profperitic of 
kis Saints, and ſo cauſe them much to bewaile the tribula- 
tion ofthe Church, HETLE 
Here are to be reprooued all carelefle perſons,who,fo ir 
goe well with themſclues, regard not the Church atall : 
etitſinke or ſwimme,all is one to them, So they may bee 
free from the contagion, and fit quiet in their houſes, 
whatſoeuer becomes of their neighbours, it skils riot : They 
drinke wine in bowles, and giue themſelues to all excefle,bur 
no man is ſorrie for the affitien of loſeph. 
Thisis a great fault in theſe daies, now many Chriſti. 
ansare taken away, and the ſivord of the Lord is ſtretched 
ont ſtill,and many are ſmitren downe on euery fide; yer 
there is as much feaſting and ſporting and frequenting of 
Wakes,and that on he forks Sabbath,as ifal things went 
well with vs. Which argues ſtrange infidelicie, and is ſuck 
a finne as the Lord will purſue euen ynto death gf it be not 
reformed : as the Propher ſaiab threatneth : In that day 
(faith he) did the Lord of hoſter call unto weeping and wour« 
ning, and to baldneſſe,aud girdng with ſackcloth, and bebold, 
ioy and gladneſſe, laying Oxev, and killing ſpeepe, eating fleſb 
and drinking wine,cating and drinking, for to morrow wee ſhall 
die : and it was declared in the eares Fe Lordofhoftes. And 
whar followes —_—— ? Surely this iniquitie ſhallnot bes 
-ged from you tillye die, ſaith the Lord God of boſtes, 
Which being fo, it ſtands Magiſtrates vpon,to vie their 
authoritie "a redreſle of ſuch things,as are ſo dange- 
rous to the whole fate of the land, | 
But there'is yet another greater fault amongſt vs then 
this that hath been named. Formany doe not only walke 
ſecurely in the afflition of their brerhren, bur deſire rhe 
continuance and increaſe of it, in hope that they ſhall en- 
large their poſſeſſions, and berter their eſtate by —_ 
FI ereof: 


thereof; as if ſcarcizin'sf people: did bring abundance of 
riches, whereas inwh it is quitecontrary. But howlſoe- 
uer, thoſe that have buta glimpſe of Chriſtiavity in them, 
would 5xther haue the ſociety of others, then liuc alone in 
the middeft of the carth, ' 

3: -There.is yer 4 third and worſerſortthen the former, 
which come iuftly; ynder: this reproofe: Such I meanc as 
log forftirs and mutinies and infurreQtions, Poore men 
(fay they ) can getnothing,but ſome few great ones carie 
away all,apd {0 they grow to murmuring andrepining, 
and multiplic ſpeeches of diſcontentment: grieving and 
lamgacingahat at the raking awayof the formerPrince all 
things ſhould he ſoquict and peaceable. Down(laythey ) 
With thefo Magiſtratsand with theſe Preachers, this tos 
much pteaty.yeelds vs nothing ; and therefore they could 
alſo þe glad of vnſcaſonable weather, that through ſcarci- 
tic ofthings. there mightariſe ſome tumwlts, and ſothey 
might get; pronifion.from-ſuch as fall into their hands, 
Theſe haue bloody hearts; | | 


4 Yet others thers arc rhat are: worſe then theſe, who 


doe not. onely; wiſh for ſuch troubles of the Church and 
Comman- wealth-before:they come, but reioyce at them 
when they are come: And when 'others eyes are ſull of 
teares, thejrmoutbes'arcfull of: laughter ; as /eremiechar- 


gcth the Moabites: He megrified brmſelfe againſt the Lord : \.,omie an, 
Moab ſrallwallow in his vomit andbe alſo ſhalt ben deriſion : => _ 


For &iddeft thon vet deride Iſrael arif bee bad beets found a- 
mong theeuts ? For when thanſpeakeſt of him, thou art moned. 
This was their manner_of dealing,and this is the proper- 
tie of all ſuch wicked Moabites: they cannotipeake of the 
calamitics of the faitjifpll, bug they:ave-wonderfully affe- 
Gedwith io9,/a thateheycannorſirfiidintheir places,they 
are {o moued ith; mitth audi laughter. Theſe have cruel] 
hcaxss,and ſhall be met withall accordingly as Moab was. 
- 5 Buteſpecially:are thaſe heretocbee condemnedthat 
not onely rrigygeat the troubles, bur at the finnes of 


| igiaubcaffeted © if they-[lippe throug} 
balthne earignnlicaeRed Mt => 
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18 T he firſt Sermon. 
infirmity,andfall into any finne ; if they be ouergone with 
worldlinefle ( which is greatly to be taken heed of Jifthey' 
be lifted vp with pride, and manifeſtthe ſame by'violence 
of words,or aCtions,or bee ſtained with any the like vices, 
preſently they exclaime againſt them and rake on beyond 
meaſure :: Wot you what? ( ſaythey rhe grearptroteſior 
hath ſpoken or donethis pr that :iand(o. they areas glad' 
togethcr,as if they had-gotten a kingdom, and catne home 
in triumph. | oy | 

Herein they ſhew themſclues to bee right Satans, who 
takes pleaſurc in nothing ſo much asin finne, 

6 And yctthere is one higher degree of finne; contra- 
rieto the praQtiſc'of theſe thaly ones 3 which is, 'Whenmen' 
are ſo farre from: gticuing that'it goes ill with Gods ſets" 
uants, that if they bee ſomewhat amiſſe, they Will make* 
them worſe, and helpe forward their miſerie, arid forthat* 
end miſinforme and incenſe ſuch:againſt ther; as they 
know will inflict puniſhments yponthem,” Theſearrt infpi<* 
redby the ſpirit of Satan, as thoſe who are:mentione@ in 
this text are inſpiredby the ſpirit of Gods - +070 fe 

2 Thisis for greatcomfort vnro them that catimourne: 
forthe calamities of the Church. This is anotableteſtitno-" 
ny.that they are feeling members, and-haue in'zhem the” 
life of chrittianity, when others tcoublesare thieits, others? 
loſſes theirs,others reproches theirs, andany ditflfcfſes and? 


| ftraitesof others are made theirs, * '' + 


T hey that lament for Sion,ſhall be comforted with Sion,.God' 
hath promiſed chem ſingular conſolation; it is theirportis 
on, and they may pet”, rk npoctley:-. 7 7-8 

Verſ.49. Mmeeye droppeth withowr ſtay. ] From which 
words this dotrinemay be gathered, ' | > ! +0701110t115 
That-wee muſt neuer ceaſe: our humiliation; tHl God? 
= conſolation. When the: Lord miniftreth'vato vs occa-* 
10n of griefe,wee ſhould neuer ſurceaſe, varill-hee reviue' 


muſt be conti- our hearts, We muſt not begin in the ſpirit, andend #n the 


fleſh : burhaving a good entrance, wee'muſt goe on with” 
aur worke and bring itto perfeRionoandill God giue vs a 
| 7 ne ag jj Trex 
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heartto mourne; ſe to it and never-giue ouer, till hee ſee 
vs free, So they are exhorted in another er of this [amenrs. 
booke, Let reare} tunnedowne like a riner day and night,taks Verlt8.19, 
thee no reſt neither let the apple of thine ee ceaſe; ariſe, cry 

in tbe night, powre ont thine heart like \vater before the face 

of the Lord,&c. And iuft it is,that wee ſhould never make 

an end of mourning, till God. make anend of afflifting : 


according to their example whoare mentioned in Nehe- Nehemi.8.9. 


: iah, that wept at the hearing of the Lav, ull they wore bid to 

rezozce. It was anotable commendation of that people, that 

they would not leaue off, tillthey had warrant to leaue off, 

So <Mordecai when Queene [leſter ſent bim garments, to 

cloth bim,and would haue had bus ſackecloth to fg taken from 

him, bee would not receive them, but hambled himſelfe fo Hefter 4.5, 
long; till he was affured of deliverance. | 

ac $0 {4c0b wauld never let goe his hold, bur ſtill wreſtles Genzz3, 
with the Angell,and continues weeping, and praying, till 

he obtained a bleſſing: ſorhe- woman of Canaan flickes 

cloſe to it,and is imporcunate with Chriſt for her daugh- 
ter,and would never defiſt,nor lether ſuite fall, til ſhe Peg Marth.ry, 
preuailed with our Saujour. | Rs 


1 


: Andthcreare reaſons, why we muſt never breake off, 


but ill continue our humiliation, and feruencie,till God +2288 


ſhew by goodeffcRthat he hath mercifully reſpeted vs, 
and our ſupplications. | 

. 1 Fortult,what jsthe ground of true humiliation ? Is it 1, Reaſon, 
nort.fincerity? Now whereloeuer there is ſincerity, there is 
faich,and faigh will' neuer make 4n end tillit conquer, it 
never gives the onſet, butic obtaines the viRtorie. Forir 
hath to deale with God, and hee neuer bids it make an 
end; (,vnleſſe it bee by way of triall, ashe dealt with /a- 
coband with the woman of Canaan) till it have gotten.the 
defired ſuccefſe. . | TD 

' 2 Alccond reaſon may bee, that Cods children have + 
hope as well as faithzuow hope never makes aſhamed: becauſe Rom. 5.5 
- itis never diſappointed of the thing hoped for, 
3. Thirdly they haue loue, which makes vpa threefold * 

Ln | C3 eord, 


? 
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Uſei. 


Luk.18.12. 


20 T be firſt Sermon. 
corde,euery twiſt whereofis ſtronger,then all the cordsof 
the world: Far love is firong as death,8cc #ht oodles 
fierie coales, anda vehement flame, Mach wathy ravner 
quench lone neither can the floods drowneir;8&c, NV \ 
In regard of all theſc it is impoſſible that thoſe thar 
Pt: the worke of humiliation ſhould bee put 
backe, vntiil they haue obtained their purpoſe. ' Which 
may be ſurther ſcene in the ſpouſe; Cantic/es 3; who neuer 
giucs ouer ſecking till ſhee had fountl bim whom her ſonle 
{oxed, (2229:03 4 IG CET E0gV 
1 Thistherefore is to encourage men to godly con- 
Nancie, and importunity, when any diftreſle lies ypon the 
people of God. If they bee earnett for their deliverance, 
they ſhall not miſe of their marke : bur thoſe thar ſow in 
reares,ſhall reaze in ivy, inthe duc time of the Lord, ' Whes 
ther they be ſuters for the Church or Common-wealth,or 
ſor themlelucs,inregard of croſſes on their bodies, angui- 
ſhes in their loules, or afflictionsin their eſtate; the Lord 


wilt looke downe from his holy- place-in heauen vpon - 


them,and heare and helpe thematlength,if they perſcuere 
withour fainting, This is lively and notablie exprefſedvn4 
ro vsin the parable of the vnrighteous Tudpe, Who thingh 
be feared not God, nor reuerenced man, yetheard the poore 
widow,and inthe enddid her right agamſt her aduerſary, 
becauſe of her importunitic, O then what ſhall we thinke 
of God? will a man, will a' wicked man, will z mercjlefſe 
man be moued: by impertunitie; and wilt not God, will 
not the gratious God, will not the God that is full of com- 
paſſion bee moued to-auenge his ſeruants, and ro miniſter 
mſtice vntothem? / tell you (fanh Chriſt) Ttharamthe 
wiſedome of the Father,and know all things,cuen / ref[yow, 
that he will doe ic: He will avenge them,and that quickeh. Ic 
isas poſſible that God ſhould be withour eaſe, as tharthey 
ſhould be without helpe, | 

2 Secondly, they come juſtly hereto be reproned, that 
will ſet ypon Gods ſeruices only by firs and ftarts. If they 
have nor preſent helpe from God,they will ſeckeymorhe 


world 


 ThefoiSebmon: mn 
_—_——__ Saran,and to carnall — '08n- 
js romdan-ey whe] cn ro rfeeou . 


.Q6ds ſpitit, they Will ſocke condfortifromieftersrantleaud 
corhpanions, m1 £1 joo} BAL, $15 | 
- Commonly _—_—_— owofall other moſt birrer a- 
painſtthoſe holyexerciſes whichthey hatteprophaned;and 
ereforecould havenobenefiebythem. Such were they 
of whoth'the Prophict 7ſaiah Tpeakerh, who are Toimpu- 
dent and ſhamelefle;tharthey dare expoſtulare the mantet 
with God himſclfe : #herefors have 'we fafted (ay they) 
wee hane puniſhed or ſelner, and thou anoerhy 
See hat bragges they make of their ſervices, they that 


doekaft and worſt;eommontly brag moſt.:Buc what faies - 


the Propher? Beho{din the dy of your faſt, ye will ſethe youy 


owhe WHE ind require all your debts, 4. Bebdld jee' fat to - 


Prife ind debate ze: :F+ir ſurh a faſt that [have ehoſen;cbat 
& 184) ſhould affiift but forle for aday and boy dovacrhss head 


hke 4 bl-ruſo ? &c. Thus wee ſee-what reckoning God 


tmakey of their faſting, what account?ſoeuer they/them- 


ſeliesmalle of it : andyiet-if they ſaile of theirexpeRtari- - 


on, they Will quarrel with'the Miniſters 'of God, with 


the word 6f God, arid with Gbd himifelfe ; becauſe viing + 


fach exerciſes ccarnally, they receiued-no benefit by 


% 


them. > 135143 


* 


Ko the 


3 This milftbe art fnſtenMon'vars vs; whervee are't6 ſe 3. 


deale with thoſe tharate 4#Mfiitted in their ſoules, that wee 


handle the matter warily and circumſpeAly; when their - 


hearts are wrought vpon; wee ſhould -nothelpe them too 
ſoone our of their lorr6w;bur exhort them to wait for com- - 
fortftom heanen #for al:cannot be preſently well-with the 
{ole rajid rhetefore it4s' ood wiſedome to aduife ſuch 
Riff to hold on their courfe. Have they beguntoexamine - 
 theithearrs ?letthemrifleyerfurcthermcothem.Haue 
begun to diſlikerheirfins ; and thenifelues for'their fins ? - 
ler them getarnore thorow deteſtation,and lioly indigna- 
tion againftthein, > ooo i 7 | 
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 Trisnot gopdfor onethar takeaphylicke ro giue yptho 
potion forthwith,as ſodpeasie t0:worke, Peron a5 8 
wiſe pbyfition.gaue other counſel[to, his-bearers tha. be 
tobe.motied. by. his/dottrine!They.had beeng macs 
ers,and ſcoffers they had crucified the Lord of life, aud . 
ſo exceedingly endangered theirowne ſoules ; herewith 
being charged by Perer, and being. pricked.and, ftung.ia 
their þeartsandxanſciences,they-aske-the Apollles,; Adoy 
andbrethren,what ſhall #e doe i Hee doth not tellghcm, as 
ſome vnskilfull MinjRers: would, your: calc is gogd ibs 
notdiſcomforted, myſoule for yours, you ſhalldqe well; 
but hee bids them. amend their. liues, repent, and get 
ſound and hearty ſorrow for their {aunes, that ſo-beiug 
thraughly humbled,.they' miglt;afterwards thee: ſoundly 
eooforteds:'::; <1 oi hoe ri AM Sands 08G 55 
; Veiſig1, Minterobroaketh mixebgart.] The. meaning of 
which words is;that. his heart was marucllouſly moued 
with the things that his eye did ;bchold,> Whence, this 
dofrine offercch-it ſelfe for our, Jearnjng : That gaod 
men myſ} vſe cheireyes29 ſtire vp their heartzgopitic an 
campaſton, that ochepmaybee pierced wh with 
ſarrow. This wee NA PEOnagg FIRta TEA Ee £xample,o 
Chrilt Ieſus,the moſt abloJure pagerne of all holinefle; For 
itis ſaid ofhim bythe Exavgel/t Marke, That whenbee 


4 


lifted vp his eyes,and ſaw the multitzide, which had no faiths 
ſyll MinifGersto inſtruct ghem; has) vpry. bougls. were ma. 4 
with commuſeration tonerds thew, becauſe theywere as ſheepe 
without £ſpepheard, 1915 tee witige 290i oil ale 
In this regard it is that Sa/omon deſcribing a good man, 
cals him 4mAan of « goodeye : and fajes of ſuchan one : T het 
bee willbeſtow his br1ad upon the pooxe; he lecth the faces of 
ſame palc,:and of others blagke, by reafon of long want 
and forbearance/of foode-: Others hee. heholderh naked 
andcold,andexpoſedto the inipric; of the aire; and of all 
ſorts of, ynſeaſonable;weathes... Now hauing a good eye 
hee will nor'onely.gakea vierypfghem, but bee inwardly 
affe&ed with the light of them, and from; a tender at 
"i $I Pit 


= 
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pitifilthearr minifler relleſevnrothetd, 7 11d 51 

' Hencewiit; thar' Hoſes \did*tot eoment himfelfe ro Aaycig; - i - © 
kn6\w ofthemiſcries of his poore-brethren; the Iegelires Exod.2.1r, 
by heare-ſay, but hewould goeoutroſee their burthens,' 

and how they ſpent their paines andrheir firengthjand af ! 

terull, were reconipenſed with ſiripesfrom their! raxkema\ 

ſters't which didf& worke vpor him,-cthar'it made: hing” 
ſeerch forth his hand to avenge fome-ofthem.Solikewiſe - 
inthe Goſpell of Ffarther,itis et downeasthepropers- 
tie ofall holy and - perſons, thar they millgoe ro the Mar.25.35, 
priſon is ſte,and 101h/benſoro wifi the diftrefſedimerabers* | 
of Chrilt;and rakealtoecafions|robting their. owne hearts / | 
ropiriecheir rm mar $ yr racy roche RTE IT 
ifpvardparts,;toBe! urthen they may/ 
gal 70 fullynto them/ Ferig ©”; my 25100 53 7 odd | 

2\Andifyod defirero/be inftrated why youwought ſordigeaſer 1: 
doe,and what arguments ſhould moue you thereunto, ler 
this be 6he; thatis Weſenſiomeanified ith thdrfaith, ©. bc; 7. 1" 
aud thoſeothier grove Joue 1 aorutucharss: — (2 th 
firſitweodght inthe heard: for the'Gmer beilypwett ſeaſo=: ff 
ned therewith; becomes ſeruiceablethelpers xo the heart, 
and takeall oppottvflities; bythe ſeucrall obieRtspreſen«: 
ted yneo them; td ſtore iv withincrealeof all good affeRicr 
otis; And take thigforidother; thacthore is no-godly man't 

ſbgerd.be intach nedefſiey gbarbahis meanet hee (halt 2 > 
have Bach ocvcalion,ard/abileyrbeterciſeiniercy{rhough! 
he canfiet ininiſtertetiefe)imakingito huitthecalamity of 
his brethren, Which hiseyos behold, & as a fellow ſecling 
meitiber mourning together withthem.Yea,becauſe there»: 
are other aduerſicies-whictrbofal men,befideponertic and: 
want; therefore itegmmerh topaſſemany times; that the» 
richandmiphiy rective comfort fromrheir inferiors; who +» 
apprehend ther: griefes, andaretouched wjth commile-- 
ration for chem, : $291 ANTE 

Which makes greatly for the reproofe' of thoſe whoſe ſe, r.' 

eyes aud putexare asfilchic finkesto comey all vacleannes' 1 
into them, who band oye: full of adore, tas theycxmnot'conane bh 
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Prco.23,22, 


4 A niggard- 
ly eye. 
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2.Ancnyious Vile luſts,>Who:haus eyes'full.ofrenuje;/ 
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looke about them, hut 'tbey- «fe ſliced 


lag wigs a 
/ther they cammor - 
beholdtheirbrecbrea;gtharare equaliyneo themyor goe be- 
forechem,or come: neere. vnro 'thews. bug. ad. they 
fret againſt them, andathers welfare 5s their woeandimi-. 
ſerie. Qthers hauc a vichedee,char they ganpos.lopke vpon; 
rheirneighbours cattell, houſes, poſleGhoys, and be like; 
bur forthwith their hearts are peyſoned with 4: courgons! 
defire of them; and then they caſt abqut how they wighe: 
make chem theirs;& if they cannot, they eate vp their harts 
with diſcoritenement;as Ahab did. Agreeable to ihis, is 
the place of Sa/owon,where he faith ; 4 merrfawithedeye,, 
{uſtath efrernicher; butihe {bewes thert, that God megts; 
withhim: forheſhallbefofatratdam gening wore,:thas: 
hee ſhall not keepe that which-rbee bath]; buc the morg] 


-hee cundes after riches, the: faſter pouertie ſhall /purſuc 


him. (23795:3 037 BIECOI :. i30': <9 F235 34; 07 MEE, <0 
Another Kind of ile Sonnineyr dly aye,ſpoken of hy: 
the wilt mtr rs vr ok ere be; giyerh thisghuny: 
ſell': Eatemror the bread of him thiut hath; ay; anil exe, $66, gle 
thinks all loft that goes from himyand all-waken ourgf; his: 
Romacke,that goesintq other mens' bowels: he will-give: 
men a welcome for faſbion fake, but. all that eate-of his; 
racatc,arc a vexationvpto him; 4nd:theſe zhoughts,ravnm 
id his bead while. men. ſit:ae/his table: This GoR Leaights: 
haue ſpared. : this: wouldchaue' ſerued: my. fagyilie; al 
weceke : Ihadrather have- their rome: then their compar! 
nie, that thiis trouble and charge me.' And fo his heart js 
cuer full of diſcortemtedriefſe ; Thus it is appazant, thax-. 
raany have theit hearts-finfully afteRed,by meanes of their. 
eye : a3 Gqdsccbildren hauethembholily affected, ; .-; ---; 
Verſ.s Moya my. airy”, | the-dſanilitudes 
here ved, it appexres how: fierce they wera g and-yrt all; 
was without cauſe,as the text witneſſeth. Indeed, God ſaw . 
in them matterthat.deſerued correRtion, and affliction;bur 
their aduerfatieshadnoaccaſion offered, whythey ſhould 
bchauc themſtlues ſoccruelly rowards them, . ' 


From 


© ; Bronimbichthis dofirine woey be colleficdy Thar the DoB2,g. | * 
Cent ee Cee tbe metetioes The £2 
This we ſce in Danid: hee 


moleſted. 


caſt dawne, aud what bath the _—_— done? there was Phi; 
epreparation,and there muſt be fore and mortal wars; 

ey would ſweepcall away, and not leaue a good man in 
the land :but, whar bath the righteous dont? There muſt be 
agreatexecution ; but where 1s the conuiRion ? that is iuſt 
nothing. So they cried againſt Chrifl, fey with him away Lut.z;.2, 
with bim, cracifie hens,cracefie bims,&c. But what cuill hath 
he done?(laies Pilere.) Oh Pilerernuſt know, that me ſo tuft 
as they were, would never haue delivered him into his 
hands,excepthe had beenea notorious offender ; whereas 
indeed, be Was a lambe without ſpor,and none iniquitic was 
found with him, Agrecableto thisis the ſaying of Dexid ; 
the wicked gnaſherh bus teeth againſt rhe righteons. The more Plal.37.12, 
innocent and iuſt any one is the more he ſhall bc maligned 
andpurſued, And this ſtands with reaſon : 

1 Becauſe wicked men have aquarrell againft Gods 1 Reſor. 
imagein the innocent, as Satantheir captaine hath, and 
therfore will they be bitter againſt them. | 
' This maybee ſcene in ferewie, hee had done them no 17-25-70. 
wrong,but brought ynto them the miniftery of faluation; 
and yeteuery one curſeth him,and crieth out againſt him ; 
and why ?becauſc God atthat time ſhewed himſelfe more 
cleerely in /erewie, then in any other, The like violence 4, @,,, 
they ſhewed againſt Sreven and Paxl, caſting duſt intothe a8.12.22; 
aire, nd crying out vpon them; that one would thinkethem 
brutifh creatures. And why were they '{o full of rage n- 
Ely te moke th were full of grace,and dealt 


| inthe workerhat they were (et about? becauſe 
they did helpe to raiſe vp the kingdomeof Teſus Chriſt, 
andtoroce he king np fyarnirony deer er 
for ws'Chriſt, was the ingranen image by Er, 
ty had » greater quartell againſt him, then euerthey bud 


D 


ze molefied; The innocent 


Tohn 15.19. 


Gen,25.22.23. 
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againſt any Yovg bub of: Beſav, fuchas were' ſull of might 
rd malice: Deg Lon, och as wen fullofrcrageaod 
furie,did a{l beſet and camipeſſe hinrabonty their madnes was 
neuer ſo great-againſi any.as againſt him,-becauſe-none 
was euerſo good ashe., - © Oo oc 

2 Anotheercaſonmaybe, becauſe there isacontrarie- 
ty betwixtthe goodandeuill :thoughthey be ofthe fame 
countrie,of the ſame towne, of the {aine family, yea of the 
fame parents, yet are they not of the ſame world. For ſo; 
faith our Sauiour Chriſt to his diſciples ; yee are not of this 
world, &c. Tx" 411; TEAE - 44 | 

Eſau and lacob had the ſameparents,and were both to-. 
gether in the ſame'wombe ;.and yet they contend one 
with another, Rebecahtheirmother would faine. know the 
cauſe ofit;the Lordtels her the cauſe... Two ations are iw 
thy wombe ; aud io waner of people ſhall be dintided ont of thy 
bowels : &c. The one.the ſeedof the ſerpent, the other the. 
ſeed of the woman. There is not ſo great enmitic between 
aman and.an'adder, as there is betweene the. righteous 
and the wicked : and therefore no faulkener nor hunter : 


| no hawkenor hound are more deſirous and greedy of the 


1.Pet.4-4. 


Uſe i, 


pray and game,thenthe outragious enemies of the Church 
are of the deſtruion of Gods ſeruants; becauſe they are 
poſſeſſed with the ſpirit of Satan, and violently ouercaried 
with helliſh fierceneſle.. | 
3 Thirdly,the cariage of Gods children- doth diſgrace 
them, and thereforethey maligne them : becauſe they run 
wot to the ſame exceſſe of riot With them, therefore ſprake they 
exill of theme. For impious perſons. reaſon thus: They goeto 
Gods houſe, I goe to the Ale-houſe : They carrie them- 
ſclues ſoberly, I-carrie my ſelfe intemperately : they are 
eſteemed, I am contemned: I know they like not ofmee, 
aSI donotofthem, aud rherfore what miſchieſe 1rcan do 
them,they ſhall be ſure of it. ui 01 THULINE 
This point miniſtreth ynto vs matter of inftruRion:thax 
whoſocuer. would walke ina godly courſe ſhould looke 
for troubles, and that fundrie waies: yea and to have his 


Theft Sermons iy © 
very life firucke at'by ſuch as '2re'enemiesto the 
i : or if they cannot rake away that, let himbe 

hisname ſhall it,and be injuriouſlic /and ſhameful- 
ly traduced,Whoſoeuer reſolues to 5 9 Chriſt [oſwe, 
uſb looke for perſecution. Itis impoſſible-that there ſhould 
bee ſo many fowlers and hunters, andnot labour to catch 
ſomewhat. | 
\ .  Indeedtheywill befauourable enough to grofſe adul- 

terers, theeues,and other malefators :and if any be more 
forward to puniſh and redreſfſe ſuch; Oh iris great cruelty, 
they deale hard] and ſcuerely: they would be very loth 
that breedſhould beiraken away. | 

Bur if they be religious perſons thatareto be puniſhed, 
no tortureis too great, no death too grieuous for them ; 
therefore ler thoſe that are Chriſtians looke to! it: they 


ſhall have great menagainſt'them, as Daid hadprinces: Plal.fg.12. 


ſhall haue meanemen againſt them, as hehad drun-. 
Kards on theale-houſe bench tomake ſongs ofhim': There 
they will ytcer their merchandiſe : falſe tales and vile re- 


5 | 
"Thoſe that are further off will bee againſt them, thoſe 
that are neighbours, nay ſome that.arc of their owne fa- 
milic will be againſt them :nobands of ciuilitie, no bands 
efdindieontind of nature will hold, where the bands 
of Chriſtianity are wanti 


Butifthe caſe be ſo ( will ome ſay) were it not better to Obieltien, 


let religionalone,that one may keepe himſelfe quiet with- 
out ſuch diſturbance ? 


Nay, that will notbe a ſufficient reaſon, nor a warran- Anſwer. 


cable excuſe: neither needany bee fo farre diſcouraged: 


For as Chriſt faith; »» the Worldye ſhall bane trouble : So he loh.16.33. 


omiſeth, that in him wee ſhall haue peace and comfort : 
if there were a thouſand worlds, and all againſt one of vs, 
yet one comfort of Chriſt is able' to-counteruaile all their 
oppoſitions,-* | . -;: 1! nr to v9 199 FR 

If God. giue vs affuratce of « better life, what great 
matteTis itif chey depriue'vs of this life? If wee ſee.the 
eo!:iyor; D 3 Angels 
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Uſe 2, 


Dolil.6c ; 


Angels and Saints,and Chriſt Tefus,and the whole -Trinigie 
tobe a NEY all leaud baſe finfull men 
be againſt vs? If God promiſe tomake our names and per- 
ſons glorious, what need wee feare though they ſeeke ro 


"make vs ignominious?Not one haive of onr bead car fal Withe 


ont Gods pronidence : We are not in their power,though we 
be in their hands, 

They may proceed ſo farre as to arraigne vs, conuidt vs, 
and condemne vs; and yet (except God will) they ſhall 
not execute vs : though our naturall brethren and fiſters 
and friends forſake vs,God will giue vs new brethrenand 
filters and friends, that ſhall be more kind and faithfull 
ro vs,then cuer they were. 6" Tk 

Burt if men for feare ofdifficultics and dangers, will not 
aducnture ypon religion,are they ſure to keepe themfelues- 
from troubles by that meanes? Nay,ifaman willnoe ſuffer 
fora good cauſe ; God canand will make him ſuffer for an 
ill cauſe. eLchirophel would leaue David, and take the 
ſtronger fide, though the worler fide : but was not thatto 
his deftrution ? So /ndas, he would turne from Chcift ro- 
the Pharifies : bur did that bring him anypeacc?Noyit ten- 
dedto his vtter confuſion, EY 

Fhis teacheth vs anotherleflon, that when wee fee men 
ſo hunted and purſued, wee doe not condemne them pre- 
ſently and ſfay,Surely theſe are bad fellowes : for otherwiſe 
they would neucr tus ſo much maligned nor moleſted. 
But what ſhall weethjinke of Gods people here that were 
hunted and chaſed, and that for their liues? ſhall wee ſay 
that theſe were the worſt in the worid? Nay rather, if we 
would conclude anything, letitbe this :Theſc men are en- 
vied and wronged, and wee ſee no euideut cauſe why it 
ſhould be fo; therefore it is likely they are good men and 
deale faithfully. | | | 

Verſ. 54. Then thought 1, lam deſtroyed.) This was the 
caſe not onely of Jeremee, but of _ of Gods ſeruants 
in captiuity,they wete even paſt hope forany recouery. 

Thedo&inethar here may be hired: Tharwhen | 

troubles 


Theſyſt Sermon. 39 . 


-troublcs ariſe againſt our bodies and Rates, Satan labors Ourward af. _ 
tobreed troubles in, aur foules: when thert are. fightings f:Qions viu- 
. withour, vivelly there areterross withins; This is manifeRt ally accompa- 


inthe Chapter. that wee haue now. in hand, verſe 17.18. 


When they were farre from peace and preſperitie, then _ tions. 


conclude ; their ſtrength and hope ts periſeed from the 4 
Hee had made them many gratious. promiſes(they could 
notdenie) bur now they neuer,expeAcd the performance 
ofthem :all their hope was gone. | | 
And thus we ſee that Gods children have ſtillbeene ex- 
erciſed with great terrors and feares within, whenthey 
haue beene ſer ypon by gricuous trials: without: the.trur 
whereof we ſee in /ob and in /erenve,the violence of whoſe 
inward corflias, made-them to breake forth into maruel- 
lous great diſtewpers. | 
And this proccedeth from his malice, and mortall ha- ,, 
tred wherewith he doth maligne vs :far he never thinketh 
that our lode.is hcauie enough ypor vs, how-many affliQi. 
ons ſoeuer doe preſſe vs, No pouerty, no paine, no con- 
tempt, no moleſiations, no! croſſes, or troubles,'ypon. our 
ſclues, or-our friendscan fatisfic him, but hee would if ir 
were in his hand; adde arbundrethfold more tothe moſt - 
and greateſt; which becauſe hecannat de, he diſquicteth 
the mindas-much:as his power ſerueth, ro-difcourage the 
heart,that it may be the more feeble and weake to ſuſtaine - 
the burthen of afflitions. | 
And this bis cruelty is ao mingled with craft and ſub- 
tiltic : for now an aduantage ſeemeth: to bee offered vneo - 
him, which he wiltby no meanes-negleQ, the more eafil 
to perlwade men that Godis become their noanrns was 
no care ofthe, fichence he purſueth them with: ſuch calami- 
ties, or maketh not ſpeed todcliuerthe,as though his lone: 
could not poſliblic bee, where there is any aduerſity, So- 


he dealt with our: Saviour ; 1f thew bee the Sonne of God, Mar.4.z.. 


command that theſe fones bee made bread. As if hee ſhonkd 
haue ſaid :Is this the God you haue ſerued allthiswhile;? 
Sechow he dcales with you-now : You ace certainely for- 
. ' Dz Gaken ; - 


ee a eee onnn 


Plal.30. 
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faken: if you will eate ſtones you may : other proviſien lic 


-paireitſelfe, |. 


+ LA” 


makes none for yon; andis it likely then thac you are the 


: ſonne of God? if you thinke youre ſoftill, truſt nomore 
- inhim, but prouide for your ſelfe,atid command that theſe 


ones bee made bread, that ſo you may haue relicfe that 
wa > | 


And ſo hedealt with [ob, in hope 6f ſucceſſe _—_— 
= 


ro his deſire : that if God would bur lay his hand on'/ 


eſtatc,and torment himin his body, hee doubted not but 
to handle the matter ſo with tentations in his heart, that 
he ſhould curſe God to his face, * © q 


' Since'tthe caſe tands thus; letvs in time of proſperitie, 


arme our ſelues with firong reaſons, wherebywee may aſ- 
ſure our hearts thatthe Lord is our God : and this will ap- 


peare to be no more then needefull, if wee confider how 
Gods deareſt ſeruants haue been, and are pur to it :and 
though they haue hada' good meaſure of confidence, yet 


- their grounds haue beene ſhaken, and they theniſelues 
- much perplexed : God bath turned away bis face from them, 
aud they bane beene troubled, Since ( Iſay) the caſe ſtands 
thus, let vs get good cuidence for our happic eſtate in 
-Chrift, and for our intereſt ynto-eternall li: 

our harts ſeaſoned with true piety ; with the loue-of Gods 
-word ; with the feare of hisname ; with zeale for his glo- 
rie,and the like vertues and graces of Gods holy ſpirit:and 


, Letys have 


that before diftreſſes come, that ſo-in the evill day we may 
haue good aſſurance, of Gods yaualuable and vnchangea- 
blefauour in his ſonne, | Fa 
For if wee bee ſlackeand negligent herein, and on 
__ well, and truſt that God will bee mercifull yato vs, 
and accept of ys for his children, then when Saran, and 
afflition,and our fleſh joyne together,and make an aſſault 
FTE vs, our hope will proue buta broken reede: wee 
be toſſed witheuery waue; yea foreperplexedand vt- 
terly ouerwhelmed in the gulfe of diftrelſe, if not ofdeſ- 


Therefore let. men make ſace wetke before hand eſpe- 
EQ ; ciall y 


Q cg POOA.o00Q 
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cially before deaxrapproch: For othawiſethe diuell will 
relt chem, that theh it is too) late to ſet vpon matters of” 
godlineſſe;as hee euer perſwaded them before thatitwas: 
too ſoone :then will hee bring before them all former rec-: 
konings, and charge vpon them-the jniquities of their- 
youth ; and iftheir grounds be not very good,.their hearts, 
will-vtterly. faile them; and then ' they are yndone for <j 

Forifthe Church of God make this woefull complaine, . 
that their hope and ſtrength were periſhed from the Lord:how .* 
ſhall wicked ynregenerate perſons be ableto and, when 
God ſhall come againſtthem? , Brod; 

Not with matters of temptation (as he doth againſt his. 
children ) but with matters of cruth ; not of mercy, butin- 
iudgement; not that the diuell makes them belecue ſa,bur, 
tharindeed itis ſo. When God ſhall oncebegintogdraw. 
out his ſword againſt them, whete will they bee then ? IF 
Gods children doe feele ſucha heauie burthen of it, doe; 
not you thinke it will preſſe them downe to the.gates of. 
hell? When no friend ſhall Rand bythem,no ſhifts and in- 
uentions of wit ſhall bee auaileable for them : when all 
mirth will be yncomfortable,and euerything frowne and: 
looke heauily vpon them : God, and Satan, and finne, and. 
their owne conſciences, being all vp in armes againſt 
them. When this (Ifay) comes vpon them, (as come it-. 
will ſooner or later ) which way can they turne them? and, 
how can they ſhift offthat heauie loade of Gods wrath: 
and indignation,which will lie as a-mountaine vpon their, 

guilrie foules? though they haue beene Full of boaſting in, 

the daies of their iollitie,and haue yaunted what a notable 

faith they have, yet (as -Zephanis ſaith ) in that day the 

rong man ſbellcrie bitterly. -  Zepha.14.: 
wſoeuer they: imagine. to pur. off theſe, things 

yet let them know that their ſtrength will bee found 

too weake, and their skill coo ſmall, to ward off the Loxds- - 


blowes, 


- 
Pd 
, 


The thiefe that hath courage enough to rob and ſieale 


The firf Sermon. my 


 vpon: 


[55 


Uſe2, 


\ 3,Cor.4.I1. 


2. King. 4.1.&c. 


Iſa.32.10. 


Obieft. 
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ypon the high-waies fide, yerhiath he litde enough when 
his poore executioneris ro deale with him : cuen fo ſhall 
itbee withall wicked and x men, when the time of 
their execution doth a : their hearrs ſhall faile chem 
forthe things tharſhall come yponthem, and continue vp- 
on them for euermiore; >" | 

_ 2 Secondly,this doQtrine offereth vnto the godly mat- 
ter of great conſolation : albeit their caſe many times 
ſeeme yncomfortable, yet they muſtnor iudge accordion 
to that which they ſee : for God many times laics chat. 
fligtions'ypon them, that their caſe is thought both. by 
themſelues and others to be deſperate'and varecouerable, 
and yetindeed ir is happie and bleſſed, As it fared with 
Pam!, who had the ſentence of death paſtvpon him, and 
died daily almoſt ; ſo that when hee went out inthe mor- 
ning, he was in danger tobe ſlainecre hee returned home 
againe : and yet God did yphold him, and made himhere- 
by ir confidently and comfortablic to reſt and relie 

im; 

So the good Prophets wifethought all helpe was gone: 
her husband was gone, her goods gone, herlabour gone, 
her childrenlike to be gone,and ſhe had nomeanes1tatte 
world torelicuc her ſelfe ; yet cuenthen when ſhe was al- 
moſtpaſthope, God prouideda competent eſtate for her, 
So Hezekiah concludes that he was gone, he thould ncuer 

to the temple any more ; neuer ſee man more among 
the inhabitants of the world : his webbe was cut off, &c, 
with many ſpeeches to thiseffeA: and yer weereade how, 
GCodreſtoredhim againe,and prolonged his life for many 


SEXES; * 
" Say then that one haue great diſcomforts in his ſoule; 
great breaches in his eſtate ; grieuous and dangerous fick- 
nefle vpon hisbody,&c. yethere is his comfort, tharGod 
thatraiſed yporhers,canand will induerime raife vphim. 
Oh burmy faith failerth me, andis it not ſaid, according 
to your faith it ſhall be unto you? = 
True,if you haue no faith,you can looke for — : 
, ut 
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but if you baue any faith at all, itſhall be with you accor- 
ding thereunto; but how farre beyond it, God tels you 
nor, for he doth for vs many times above that, that wee cars 
asbe or thinke. 

But you imagine you haue no more faith, then you haue 
fecling, whereas it is farre otherwiſe : there may bee much 
faith,and little feeling:faith may be ſtrong,and yer Rtrong- 
ly affaulted : comfort may be departed, and yetnot ytter- 
ly loſt : we may feare we are cut off, and yetnot periſh : 
Gor Gods ſtrength and perfeQion, is ſcene in our weake- 
nefle and imperfeRion : though wee cannot beleeue, yet 
God is ſtill faithfull : though children will not credit their 
parents, yer they will relieue their neceſſities, and fo will 
God ours ; albeic through weakeneſle of faith wee cannoc 

ſo fully apprehend and applie his promiſes to our 

ſelues: He ſees it is notmalitiouſneſle nor groſle 
infidelity in vs; and therfore hee will pitie 
vs, andbeare with vs,rather thenin 


ſcuerity proceed agaiuſt vs. 


FINIS, 


The con- 


acQion, 


Taz StconDd SERMON. 


Lamentations,chap.z. verſ.55. &Cc. 

55 1 called pon thy name O Lord, ont of the low 
dingcon. | | 

56 Thoa haſt htard my voice : ſtop not thine eare 
from my ſigh and ſrom my crie. 

57 Thou dreweſt neerein the day that Icalled vpon 
thee : thou ſaid, Feare not. | 

53 0 Lord, thow haſt maintained tht canſe of my 
ſanle,and haſt redeemed my life. 

59 0 Lord,thou hait ſcene my wrong : indge thou my. 
cauſe. 

- T hou bait ſeene all their vengeance, and all their 
denies againſt me. 

61 Thou haſt heard their reproch, O Lord, andall 
their imaginations againſt me. 


P——— cu c g—= 
+». * Ul . 6 


SR © Fa aOu heard in the words immediately 
=> YI? Af coing before, the wofull diſtreſſe that 
Wed Q&A the children of God were driuen vn- 
DIP, V<IY. to : how they were caſt into the dun- 
I | & geon,and ſtript ofall outward and in- 

Ng 5G | ward comforts, 
<I> ZE) Nowhere he ſhewes whatremedy 


they ſed: they caſt their burden ypon the Lord, and ho- 
ped for ſuccour athis hands: and the reaſons that moue + 
themſo to doe,areſet downe in the texttobe:two, . 
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- Thefirſtis taken from their preſent behauiour' towards 


God ; which was, that they prajed,and ſighed,and cried,verſ. and meaning 


55-56. And thatthey mightbee ſo much the more regar. 
ded, they declare that it was not without cauſe, that they 
were ſocarnelt with God: for they called pox him ont of the 
low dungeon : verl.55,thatis, out of great and grieuous af- 
flition. And yet further miſchiefe was intended,andtheir 
aduerſaries did ſpeake and plot all cruelty againſt them, 
verl, 60.Thou haſ# ſeeue all their vengeance, andall their de- 
ices againſt me : 61, thou haſt heard their reproch,&c, And 
that thismighr appeare not to bee a falſe imagination and 
conceit of their owne, he ſaith; Lord thou haſt ſcenemy 
wrong, &c, Thou hajt ſeene all their rage, 9.60. They are all 
euident and apparant before thee, how cloſely and couert- 
ly ſocuer matters be caricd in reſpect of men, 
| 2 The ſecond reaſon is drawne from Gods former 
gun and graticus dealing towards them, Hee had 
eard them and drawne neere vnto them :he had conſidered 
of them and of their cauſe : and they knew hee was ſtill as 
good as he was wont to be,and they vicd as good meanes 
as they were wont to doe; and therefore they conclude, 
thathe that drew neere vnto them heretofore, would now 
doe the like againe; verſ.57.58. Theſe conſiderations doe 
reuiue thcir ſpirits,and raiſe their hearts even out of the 
pit of deſperation. And thus much for the meaning and 
order of the words. Now let vs harken vnto ſuch doQtrines 
and inſftruions as are therein centained for our lear- 
ning, 

Vetſ'5 5. [called vpon thy name,)This is the ſpeech of the 
whole Church, who by reaſon that they aremembers of 
one body,and temples of one ſpirit, arc brought in ſpea- 
king throughout this whole booke, as if they were but 
one perſon. By[/ow dungeon] is meant __ cuils: they 
were as it were ſhut yp ina dungeon, where they had no 
hope of eſcaping : yet out of the depth of miſcrie and an- 
guiſh and horror, they called ypon the Lord, Whence na- 
eurally ariſeth this doAtrine, 
Egg E 2 That 


The divifion 
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That there is no diftreſle, no ing and cruſhing, 
whatſocuer, that ſhall hinder Gods you efrom praying 
vnto him. It may fora paſſionand a fit, cauſe them to bee 
ata ſtand, andbring them eucn to their witsend,as it did 
thele here; buethey will recover themſelues,and getheart 
againe: and though in their dittempers they ſay God hath 
forſaken them( which isa woſull thing) yet they recall 
their wordsagaine,and atlength betake themſclues tothe 
right meanes of rccoucrie ; which is, tomake their griefes 
knowne vnto God, who is ablc to faue and 'readie to ſtic- 
cour thoſe that ſe: ke vnto him, This may bee euidentlie 
ſeenc in Pfa1.$8, ver{.6.,wherethe man of God bemoneth 
his caſc, ſaying : 7 hou haſt laid me in the loweſt pit, in darkee 
weſſe,and in the deepe.. Thine margnation lieth vpoy mee, and 
thou haſt vexed me with alithy wancs. 

From which words,together with the reſt in that Plalm.,. 
we may gather, that he was in wonderfull fore perplexiry, 
Now in this extremity what doth hce? O Lord God of my 
ſaluation((aith he) / crie day and night before thee ; as if hee 
ſhould haue ſaid :.Though thou haſt caſt off mee, yet Lcall 
ypon thee :and though chy hand lie heanic vpon me, yet 
I pray (till, So Hezekiah was ſmitten (as1t ſeemes) with 
the plague, and that vnto death : and was in ſuch extre- 
mirtic, That he chatrered like 4 crane or a ſwallow ; ana monr- 
ned like a done: and concluded, that bee ſhowld goe to the 
gates of the grane,and be deprined of the reſidue of his yeares. 
His cafe in appearance was deſperate,fo that it was as hard 
torecouer him, as to make the ſunne in the firmamentto 
goc backeward: yet heſet vpon the matter by prayer, and 
obtained his defire ; infomuch thar fifreene yeeres were 
addedto his daies, fo that no man in the world hadeuer 
ſuch aleaſe of his life ashe had, So /ovah when hec fled 
ſrom the preſence of the Lord, and was therefore caſt into 
the Sea and ſivallowed vp of the whale: being in a low 
dungeon, where hee had neither ſunne-light nor candle. 
light: yethee doth not thinke his caſe remedileſle, { as in- 
deedit was not) bat hecried in bis affiiftion unto the _ 

and. 
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and be heard bim : Ont of the bellie of hell did he crie, aud God 
beard his voice : and thenas finne and pafſion had brought 


him into danger, ſo repentance and prayer did helpe him 


out of it, 


Yea the Lord Teſts Chriſt, when the burthen of our fins 
and of his fathers wrath for the ſame was ſo grieuous, that 


ir made his ſoulc heauie vnto the death, and preſſed blood 
out of his yeines : yet the more horror he was in,the more pq, 


feruently he prayed vnto hisfather. 
And thereaſon why Chriſtians cannot by any diftreſle 
be driue:; from prayer,is : 


1 Becauſe he that is once Gods clild, is ever ſo: ande- Reaſor 1, 


ucry child of God,lath the ſpirit of prayer, which will al- 


waies ſtir vs vp, to make requeſts with [izhes aud grones that Row.8.26, 


cannot be expreſſed. 

. If thoſe thar caſt Gods feruants in priſon, could withall 
pull Gods fpiric out of their hearts, then they had done 
ſomewhat torhe purpoſe :burt they may as well plucke the 
ſunne out of the firmament,as the holy Ghoſt out of their 


Heb.s. 


foules. And therefore they can neuer bring them ſo low, . 


but they can caft theireyes ,vp towards heauen, and inake 


their complaint vnto their God, Andit hee be with them. 


in priſon as he was with /oſeph, their reſtrain ſhall be farre 
more pleaſant then their aduerſaries liberty: and they ſhall 


bce able with Pasl and Silas to fing Plalmes at midnight A.16.25, 


through ioy and gladnes, 

2 Secondly,Gods children have faith in their hearts, 
and the nature of faith is to beare downe all lets before ir, 
and to breake thorow all manner of hindrancces, There= 
fore Gods ſeruants hold vp their heads, becauſe their fairh 
onercomes theworld: Andtherfore wicked hypocrites faint, 
becauſe the world ouercomes theni, When Gods child 
goes vnto the dungeon, faith goes with him ; and then 
hee will neuer giue ouer praying, but bee more feruent in 
praying. 

And this is certain, thatthe greater our diftreſſes be,the 
lefle comfort worldly helpes will afford vs : but the greater 
| E3 
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extremities wee bee in, the more. comfort will ſpirituall. 
helpes miniſter vnto vs, When we are helpelefſe and hope- 
lefle,then faith workes wonders, and -neuer ſhewes forth 
itſelfe fo mightily and powerfully, as when it workes a- 
lone. Beautic, and wealth, and firength, and other out- 
ward things of the ſame kind, when miſcries lie hcauic 


 ypon vs,and we begin to caſtan eye to them, expeQing 


ſomerelicfe and comfort from them; will deale with vs, 


. asthe high Prieſts did with /z#das : When all went well 


with him, they made ſhew of fauour and friendſhip to- 
wards him : but when in the horror and anguiſhof his 


: foule he makes his mone vato them, crying out that hee 


had ſinned,m betraying innocent blood; they ſent him away 


« With an vacomfortable anſwere : What is that to v5?( lay 


upports and props whereon wereft and ſtay our hearts : 
when we haue moſt neede of them, they will ſtand vs leaſt 
in lead, So that we may truely ſay of them, as /ob did of 
his friends ; miſerable comforters are ye all, But as for thoſe 
that liue by faith in Chriſt Teſus, they are vnderlaid with 
better props then the world can afford: for when they haue 
none other to deliver them,they can deliver themſeluces by 
prayer,and by calling vpon Gods name out of the lowelt 
dungeon. 

Firſt, this may ſerue to ſhew vs the difference betwixe 
the wicked and the godly,intimes of outward or inward. 
affliction,when they drinke both of the ſame cup, and are 
plunged inthe ſame miſeries. Caſt a wicked man into a 
dungeonandlay him full low, where he can mect with no 
worldly helpe, what courſe will he then take? You ſhall 
ſce that either they will blaſpheme God, and gnaw their 
tongues for ſorrow,as they that are ſpoken of, Reuel. 16, 
Or clſe they will grow deſperate, and make away them- 
{clues, as /ndas and eAchitophel and other monſters haue 
done: but let a godly manbelaid faſt in the ſame dungeon, 
he will be full of ioy, when the otheris full of deſperate 
griefe,and fing Pſalms & powre forth many holy praiers,in 


ſtcad 


they.) Such cold comfort ſhall we receiue from any carth- 
ly 
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ſtead of the others impreeations, and blaſphemous ſpee- 
ches, Peter and [ada had both dealt vnfaithfully (though 
ina farre different degree and manner) with their Lord and 
matſter:and were both. in the dungeon, euen in great per- 
preg bur Perer goes out, confeſſeth his faulc, weepes 

itterly,and gaines exceedingly by it. /xdas on the other 
ſide ſorroweth deſperately,and ſpeedily diſpatcheth him- 
ſelfe. Whereby doth manifeſtly appeare the different cari- 
age ofthe Fairhfull and off infidels, when they are both 0- 


uerburthened with ſorrowes and milſeries. 


This isfor ſingular:comfort ynto Gods people, in that Uſe 2, . 


no crofle can befall them, to hinder their prayers; bur all 
ſhall quicken and inflamethe ſpirit of prayer in them, The + 
iflue of their trouble, muſt needs bee good, when they are 
watered with many holy teares, and ſantified bymany 
holy requeſts. If they can waire till their harueſt come ; 
ſuch aſeede time nt needs bring themaplentifull and 
bleſſed crop of comfort,” - 


Oh, but what if the peſtilence ſhould enter into the fa- Obieftion, 


milie,and the houſe ſhuuldbe ſhut vp, that no body could 


come tome? What of that? The queſtion now will bee Anſwer. + 


whether you be an hypocrite or a Chriſtian. If you be ſure 
that you are no hypocrite, then though no body come yn- 
to you, yet God will come vnto you :and-though you can« 
not goe to yourfriends,yet you may goe to God, and that 
will ſerue the turne well enough; the ſpirit of prayer will 
neuer faile you: and if you canmake your requeſts known 
ynto the Lord, he will cauſe all to works rogether for the 
beſt, and giue an happie iſſue, citherby life or death, vnto 
all your diſtractions,doubtsand feares, 

Vetſ.s 5. 1 caledvpon thyname.) This was it that ſtirred 
them yp to prayer, even the knowledge of Godsnime 
his maieſtie is ſo glorious, that it would make them flee 
' from him : and his eflence is ſo incomprehenfhible, that it is 
' a light that nme can hane acceſſe vnto, and 2 huge ſeathat 
| will droivne ſuch as will aduentureto wade into it: but the 
knowledge of Gods ſufficiencie to helpe, andof hismer- 

cie - 


. 


Rom. . 


Doft.2. 


= 
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Cie and free fauour,whereby he is ready to helpe, is jechat 
incourageth them to come before the Lord, Which af- 


fordeth this doArine : 
That the name of God is the onely cauſe that brings 


The right vn- Chriſtians into Gods preſence,and makes them to call vp- 


derſtanding of 
Gods name, 
very helpcfull 

, In prayer. 


Canr.1.2, 


on him with (trong cries, and feruent requelts, This is 
euident, Pſalm, 9. to. where the Prophet ſheweth, how 
they come to ſeeke vnto God : They that knoWy thy name 
will truſt in thee. for thou nener faileſk them that ſeeke thee, 
How come they to ſeeke God? They firlt truſt in God, 
And how come they to truſt in God? By the knowledge of 
Gods name : which till men doe kaow, they can neuer 
truſtin God, nog ſeeke to God, Therefore itis ſaid in the 
ſongs of Salomon : Thy name ts an ointment powred forth : 
like vntothat eiatment mentioned in the Goſpel], which 
filled all the houſe with the odourof it. No ointmentcan 
ſodelight the naturall ſenſe, as the name of God doth 
the hearts of the faithfull; in which regard. itis added in 
that place, Therefore the virgins lone thee: Thatis, ſuch as 
doe _— a whoring after fleſhlyluſts, and after the va- 


nities of the world, They muſt needs loue Chriſt, becauſe 


| they know that there is no cuill that can befall them, but 


The name 
of God, 


1.Ichouah. 


in his name they ſhall haue a medicine againſt it. And no- 
thing that is good for them, but there they may geta cer- 
tainety of obtaining it. This naine of God is norablie and 
comfortablie ſet downe, Exod. 34..6.and [ſa.9.6. 

In Exedzs thus : The Lord, the Lordſtroug merciful,and, 
grations,&cc. 

The firſtthing that we may for our comfort here con- 
ſider of, is the word {chonah: fignifying the eſſence of 
God, and his abſolute perteRion in all his attributes, and 
his conflancie in all his properties that follow, as having 
his being in aad of himfelfc; fo that chis prevents an ob=- 
iction, concerning all chat which followes. For one 
might —_— indeed hath ſhewed himſelfe ; frong, mer- 
cifnll ana grations, &c. Bur whatis that to ys now? Wh 
hc is Jehawah, the ſame for ever: and therfore looke oo ” 

at 
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hath beene in the daies of old, you may be aflured hee will 
be the ſame till. Bur becauſe this part of Gods name is See Mr. 
handled elſewhere ; it ſhall be needleſſe atlarge to intreat Dods expoli- 
of itin thisplace, — 

2 The ſecond thing to be conſidered is, the ſtrength of —— 
God,the Lord,the Lord,ſtrong,&c.Whence we are vos an thercof. 
that all poweris in him, and from him, and for him. And / aw le- 
inlike manuer, is Chriſt called the mighty God : Thereby houah, 
implying not onely that he is mighty in his owne nature, 2 Srrong. . 
bur that he hath his mightto vſe for our ſaluation,and our 11.9.6. 
enemies deſtruction : and that hee doth and will vſcit to 
that purpoſe, | ; 

In which regard itis faidin thatplace; that he #5 piven to 
vs. Add inthe firſt of the Rewelation, hee ts ſaid to \valke in Reuel. 1.13.15. 
the muddeſt of the ſenen golden Candleſiicks : that is, in the 
mid(t of his Church, and to hawe feet of burning braſſe : Not 
onely to tread downe all inwardand outward enemies, 
but co conſume them when they are downe : for in that 
reſpeRare his feet laid not onely to be of brafſe, but of bur- 
ning brafle. 

Ill weeds when they are cut vp, if the roots bee left be- 
hinde, will quickely ſpring vp againe : therfore will Chriſt 
burne vp root and branch, that there may bee no feare nor 
danger of their ſecond growth, 

So that if we knew this part of Gods name,to wit, his al- 
ſufhcient power, what affliction or triall ſhould make vs 
faint ? 

Theleaſttentation or afflition, if God ſupport vs not Row.4.1g. 
in it, will be too ſtrong for vs : the greateſt, yea all ruſhing *9'+ 
at once vpon vs, if this mighty God be on our fide,ſhall nor 
be able to hurt or daunt vs, 

This wasit that confirmed eAbrahams faith ; as the A- 
poſile Pax/witneſſeth, Though Sarahs wombe were dead, 
he knew God was not dead, but that hee was able to giue 
him a ſonne of her: And that that God who ſhall at length 
raiſe vs out of the graue,could and would raiſe him vpa ſon 
out of her dead wombe, _ 

n 
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Exod 6. And ſo <Moſes, when he had fix. hundred choufand and 

&17. ypward,to prouidefor in the wildernefle, where hee had 

neither bread nor drinke for them; yer hetruſtedand reli- 
ed on God, who could bring waterout ofthe flint,as well 
as out of the river : and bread out of the clouds, as well as 
outof the barne., Canaan he knew could not maintaine 
them,without Godsbleſling,and withit , the barren wil- 
derneſle could. 
So [onathan when he went againſt many thouſand Phj. 
 liſtims, knew Gods name to bee [CMighty:) For hee ſtood 
' relolued of this; char God could delizer with few, as well as 
with many. And yet eAſe went further : for when hee had 
ayery huge armie comming againlt him, and noequall 
forces in any proportion to withſtand them, hee notwith=- 
ſtanding comes confidently. to.God for-helpe, aſſuring 
himſelfc, chat Gedconld ſanc and deliner with none,as well as 

with many. . 

And ſo may it as —_ bee faid, that God can he!pe 
by few friends as well as by manie:yea, withoutall friends 
and meanes, 2$ well as if weehad all that the world could: 
afford vs. 

Obieition, Oh butmy miſerie is deſperate / 

Anſwer. Neuer fay ſo : What if you be in the low dungeon ? Was 
not /onahſo? And yet he prayedand was helped: there- 
fore neuer be diſmayed : Your troubles are grear, but your . 
Godis greaterand mightier to helpe you outofthem,therr 
they are to hold you faſt fill, The Lord made theheauens 
and the earth, by his word, and drowned th= whole world 
in his diſpleaſure. This mighty Lord, I ſay, rides vpon the 
heauens (as it is Dceut. 33, ) full of maieſtic, and full ofabi- 
lity todeliuer you; and to ſet you free from the ftrongeſt' 
bonds of afflition. 

3 Mercifull, 3 Thethird thing in Gods name is, that he & merciful, 
Which word Gonifieth, that God hath ſuch bowels of 
compaſſion towards his ſeruants,as amother hath towards 
the child of her wombe. There nced not many exhorrati- 
ons,much lefſe an cloquent oration to a mother, to _— 

has cr 
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her vp to ſuccour, andrelicue her child, when it ſtands in 
need ofherhelpe : and yet pur allthe kindnefle ofall the 
men and women in the world together, and it will come 
but toa drop, in compariſon of that ſea of mercic thatis 
in our mercifull God, 


And thisproperty is well ioyned with the former : fora Objeft:ov. 


pou afflicted ſoule hearing of Gods power might ſay : [ 
now God is powerfull,but what is that to me? perchance 
he may vie his power to my overthrow. 


Nay (faies he ) God is asmercifull as hee is powerfull, eAnſ* er. 


why chen ſhouldany be diſcouraged by miterie ;.fith that + 


is the yery obic& of inercie? Whence- it.is-thatthis argu- pg.s.z,z, 
ment is often vſed in the Scripture: Lord helpe me, for 1 am Plal.86.1.2, 


ſore troubled : Lord ſaneme,for [ am poore and needie, 


Andthis mercy of God we may morecleerely ſee in the Luke 15. 


Father of the prodigall fon, who percciving hisloſt child 
comming towards him, he runnes towardshis ſonne, and 
fals on his necke and kiſſeth kim, giuing him all kind en- 
tertainementthat might be: his veric miſeric was a ſuffi- 
cient motiue-ro worke vpon his fathers heart : neither - 
doth heat all vpbraid him with his former leaud behaui- 
our. Now if an earthly father can be, and ought tobee 
thus mercifull, how much more will our heauenly father, 
eſpecially fincethathelouerh vs better then any earthly 
father can loue his children ? & ſhewesforth his loue ypon 


cueric occafion,as the Prophet Hoſeah teſtificth, ſaying ; Hoſ.14.4, 


In thee the fatherleſſe findeth mercie. 
Obiettion. Oh but I am worthic of no mercie. 


Anſwere, What of that? Gods name 15 alſo Gre:i» ] 4 Grations, 


Tharis, loving and ſhewing mercic without any merit : 
he will not carrie till wee deſerue ir, bur will frecly ſhew 
forth his goodnes towards vs, though there bee no deſert 
onoyr part. Doe not we giue foode and raiment tolittle 
children that hang on the breaſts? If parents ſhould ſtay 
till they deſerve ir, they would never grow tobemen ar.d 


avomen.;Thereforcit is ſaid of Abraham,that he beleeved im Rom 5 


dim that inflifieth the ſinger. Noting therby,thatfincannot 
F2 hinder 


Obietllion, 


Anſwer. 


Obieftion, 
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hinder Gods fauor from offenders, but-that through faich 
they ſhall be juſtified, and made innocentin Gods acount, 
as if they had never offendedazt all. | 

Let vs not then when weare indiſtreſſe,be diſcouraged, 
by reaſon of our corruptions, but goe to the Lord, who will 
ſhew himſelfe gratious notwithſtanding ther all. 

Oh but what comfort canT finfull wretch haue, to go to 
ſoholya God? 

Why doe you not know his name ? He & a grations God: 
and when wee can find no matter of worthineſle in our 
ſelues, he can find mattet enough in his owne natureand 
in his ſonnes merits. If wee could find any deſert in our 
ſelues,or our workes, God ſhould loſe his name of being 

ratious. 

But alas, I haue prouoked him, and iuftly drawne his 
hand vpon me by mine owne finnes, 

What if you lod he is ſlow to anger. That is, long ere 
he be prouoked,and when he is prouoked, eafie to bee ap- 
peaſed, We can no ſooner fall out with our finnes, but he 
fals in with vs. Anearthly father will not take euerie ad- 
uantage againſt his child ; and when the child is grieued 
for a great fault, will not good parents be cafily ſatisfied? 
And why ſhould we thinke God hatder then our ſelues? 
Atleaſt letvs make him as good as our ſelues, and be aſſu- 
redthat when we haue kindled his wrath againſt ys, one 
teare of true repentance will quench all the | _ thereof, 
and draw downe hispitie and compaſſion vpon vs. To this 
Daxid gineth teſtimonie,ſaying : The Lord z: flow to anger, 
and of great kindneſſe : he Will not alwaies chide,nor keepe his 
anger for ever. And this he himſclfe found by experience, 
For when he, being a King,and that of Gods owne choice, 
ſetouer his owne people, and withall a holy Prophet; in 
both whichreſpeQs, he was to bee a paterne of all godli- 
nefſe and righteouſneſfle vnts others : when hee (1 ſay) 
after many mercies receiued, had gricuouſlic prouoked 
the Lord,inſomuch as-he was angrie with him : and then 
did not repent for his fione, but lay init, and added _ 
Otner 
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other hainous offerices vnto on aftet all this, God doth 
notreieR him, bur ſends his Prophet Nathas ynto him, 2.Sam.12,1 1, 
and is more ready tooffer him pardon then hee is to aske 

it, and when hee did but beginne to make confeſſion of 

his ſinne, God tels him forthwith, that Gce had pur avay his 

Inne, 

And this wonderfull readineſle in God to bee appeaſed 

towards penitent ſinners, the Prophet //aia4h maketh men- 

tion of; bringing in God himſelfe, ſpeaking in this man- 

ner: / will not contend for exer neither will [ be alwateswroth: |, 57.16 
For the ſpirit ſhould faile before mee, and 1 bane madethe © 
breath. Where we ſce, thatas Pſalm, 104. there isareaſon 

drawne from Gods nature,why he cannot deale rigorouſ. 

lie with vs; mamely, becauſe bo pities vs 45 4 father doth 

bu child : So here there is a reaſon brought from our na- 

ture, why he cannotbe ouer-ſeuere, to wit, that rhex the 
ſpirit Would faile before him : and thoſe whom he hath made 
and redeemed, would periſh and be ytterly conſumed, Men 
were notabletobeare the continuance and gricuouſneſſe 
of his hand, but would finke vnder their burthen, and fo 
ſhould he be a greater loſer then they, in that hee ſhould 
loſe them,whom he hath ſo long and ſo entirely loucd,for 
whom he hath ſo deercly paid: and therefore he faith, that 
he will not contend for ener,&c, 

But ſome might fay,it is true indeed, there is no fault on Objeft. - 
Gods part :if 1 could fit my ſelfe to ſecke for mercy,and to 
receiue mercy,as I ought to doe, But alas, I come far ſhore 
euery way : my prayers are few and weake : my memoric 
is fraile and ſlipperie, I cannot conceiue nor carie away the 
Sermon,nor profit by the Sacrament, and other of Gods - 
ordinances, as others doc,and as I would and ſhould, 

What of all this ? You muſt remember that God is abun- Anſwer 
dant inkindnes,he will not breake the bruiſed reed, nor quench Apungant ig 
the ſmoking flaxe, Itis the propertie of kindnefle to take kindnefle. . 
{mall thingsin good worth, to paſſeby infirmities,and ro 
be cafie to be-intreated. And this is cuident in earthly pa- 


rents ; for they will accept of very {mall matters at the 
F 3 h ands . 


Pſal.103. 


: Obiftion, 


Anſwer, 
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hands of their children,that would dobetrer ifthey could: 


how much more will God who is the author of all kindnes 


berhin men and beaſts? who knowerh whereof we are made, 


and remembreth that we are but duſt, 

Indeed,if we liue in preſumpruous finnes,and bee proud 
and ſtomackfull,and wil not ftoupe ynder Gods hand,then 
;Gods greateſt kindnefle is to ſcourge vs, vncill he bring vs 


-home to himſelfe, Bur if we be once ſincere and humble in 


-hcart,though we cannor attaine to that meaſure of ſancti- 
fication which others haue, nor powre out our ſoule in 
prayer-as we ſhould,andas wee ought: yet God will cake 
ail in good part. He that will reward a cup of- cold water, 
he will reward a cold prayer, if wee bee grieuedand hum- 
bled forour coldnes, and endeuorto come vntohim, with 
more feruencie. God lookes not for perfeion from poore 
weake creatures, that are full of imperfection. | 

But how ſhall I know that this kmdneſſe of God ſhall be 
performed vnto me,ſecing that I hauc prayed and waited 
long and yetam neuer the neerer ? 

Becauſe (as it followes in the next place) Gods abar- 


7 Abundant dant in trath as well as in kindneſle, As he neuer threatens 


& truth, 


Pal 3 4.9.10, 
Plal.50.15. 


any thing, but he executes it: ſo hee neuer promiſeth any 
thing, bur hee performes it. Neuer any yet could charge 
him with breach of promiſe, He hath ſaid, that rhoſe thae 
feare him, ſe a.lwant nothing that t good: Call vpon me in the 
day ef trouble.and [ will delmer thee,,4c. Who euer did lo, 
and found not according to his expeQation? If then none 
haue cuer failed of his hope,why ſhould not wee reſt vpon 
his promiſe? Take away his truth,and take away his God- 
head. 

Many there are in the world, who, when their money 
and friends,and outward ſtaies are taken away, beginne to 
thinke with themſclues, what ſhall wee doe now? What 
will become of vs? Wee ſee allis gone, But is Godstruth 
gone? Hath not hee promiſed to prouide for vs when wee 
are poore,as wel as when weare rich? When we arc in fick- 
nefle,as wellas when we are in health? Hath not he faid, 7 

will 


—- 
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will not Jeane thee nor forſake thee? Did nor heeprouide for 
v$in our infancie? And why ſhould not we truſt in him as: 
well in our age? Oh, then wee had good friends to looke 
vntovs, And who raiſed vp thoſe friends? Cannot God, 
thar inclinedthe hearts of ſome to pitie vs then, draw the 
hearts of others to haue compaſſion on vs hereafter ? 

Oh,bur 1 know no friends that will ſhew me that fauor? 
Neither did you in your infancie,and yet God didprouide 
fome,and that without your intreaty.How much more wil 
he do it now vpon your ſaithfull prayers? Or elſe(which is 
beſt of all ) take youto himſelfe, where you ſhall Nand in 


no more need of friendsand helpers, 

But becauſe we are much led by example, and looke 8 R 
how God hath dealt with others : therefore hee addeth biz 
next, [ reſcruing mercy for thouſands] Giuing vsto vnder- thouſands. . 


ſtand thereby, that hee hath floods of mercy for all that 
ftand in need thereof. Neuer any went to God for mercy, 
but he found mercy; if hee ſought in faith, as Godbids 
him. 

. Withearthly Kings,he that comesnot firſt often comes 
too late and ſpeeds worſt : but it is not ſo with the King of 


heauen : he hath ſufficient for thoſe that come to himlaſt,:. 


Heb. 3.6. 


2s well as for thoſe that come to him firſt. Wee ſee this in a--. 


creature of God, euen inthe ſunne; which communicates - 


hislight to all, though hey be never ſo _ as vell asif 


they were buta few. And what ſhall we thinke of God the-- 


Creator of the ſame ? cannot he: comfort many thouſands 


-. 


as well as one perſon, and yethis ſtore notbeeleſſeneda - 
whit? Yes ſurely, there are many thouſands in heauen, , 


that were once as bad as we are, and yet now theyarein a - 


Paradiſe of reſt,out of the reach of all fin-and ſorrow. And: * 


who would not come to ſuch a Phylition,as hath wrought 


aperfe& cure of ſo many, and thar of free coſt, and neuer - 
ſuffered any one to miſcarie that.was willing to bechis + 


patient ? 


Mn would lic atthe poole of Betheſda many yeers,ex- Tohn x; : 


peRingto bee healed: wee neede: not lic ſolong at the 
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gate of heauen, for the-curing of our ſoules, but wee are 
ure to be perfely helped, when wee are truely humbled 
and fitted for helpe. | ESI y,, 

But my miſcries doe not trouble me ſo. much as my (ins, - 
which are many and grieuous and of long continuance. || 

For anſ{were to that he ſaith, that God forginerh iniqui- 
tie,trarſgreſſion,and ſinne,] And if he ſhould not ſhew him- 
ſelfe robe ſuch a God towards the militant Church, hee 
ſhould loſe his name and his people at once : but hee par- 
donsalltheſe kinds of fin. /»:quitie] That is, originall fin, 
and the peruerſeneſle of our nature, that cleaues ſo faſt yn-= 
to vs,as appeareth, Pſal.5 1.5.Tran/greſſion:] That is,finnes 
of rebellion and preſumption, for ſo the word fignifieth in 
the originall. Ad /ivc ] That is, fins of cuſtome,and ſuch as 
arc grown to an habit: Ando this word is taken in the firſt 
Pſa), and many other places of the Scripture, It any one be 
wearic of this burthen, God will giue him a ſpcedie dif- 
patch. This a mannay boldly claime at Gods hand,and in- 
treate him to deale according to his owne name ,which he 
ſhould loſe, vnlefſe he ſhould free vs from our fins, 

This isalſo the name of his ſonne,who is called /eſias,be- 


' Canſe he deth ſane his people from therr ſins. Therefore let vs 


take the accuſation,and humiliation for ſinne vpon vs,and 
pray to God to pardon vs according to his name : and then 
God will take away the guiltand puniſhment of fin it ſelte 
from vs,and be fully pacified towards ys. 

But yet there might ariſe another obieQion ( as vnbe- 
liefe is full of them ) which is this ; for all thatbath beene 
ſpoken of Gods goodneſſe towards his choſen, yet wee ſec 
wicked men proper and hold vp the head : and Gods chil= 
dren finke andare trampled vnder foote, And then there 
comes muttering and repining thoughts, that God doth 
not gouerne the world righteouſlie, becauſe the righteous 
are wronged,and the Church ouer-runne by the vngodly 
of the world. | 

Nay (faith Moſes) hee holds not the wicked mnocent]Ler 
then, take their ſwinge,and make hauocke fora time:Ged 

may 
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| them long, yet will vifitthem at the laſt, Accor- Not holdin 
ding a of Nalog's God & iealons, and the Lord renex- the wicked - 
geth : The Lordrenengeth,enen the Lord of anger, the Lord innocent, 
will take vengeance on his aduerſaries, and he reſerneth wrath Nabum 1.2.3. 

for bus enemies, The Lord «s ſlow to anger, but hee ts great in 
power, and will not ſurely cleers the wicked, &c, For as Haba- 
kak faith, he hath ordained them for indgement,aud eſtabliſhed Hab1.ns. 
them for correction, 

Yet we ſee they goe to their graues inpeace,and are not Obieftion. 
in trouble like other men. | Pſal.75.5. 

Say they doe: yet God will meete with them in their -4»/%r. 
children, and puniſh _ finnesin their poſteririe : as it is 
faid in the text,Y/7/cting the iniquities of the parent 5 vpox their ; 
children,and vpon thee KAR —— __ rk er and apkehes 
foxrth generation. They ſhall taſt ofthe bitter cup of Gods 
a their fathers doe in hell, Oh, but who ſhall Ob;ef5on, 
doe this? There is none tocurbe them, Yes God himlelfe 
will doe it: he will viſit them for their fins. Anſwer. 

| Here wee ſee what anumber of tentations are ſwept a- 

—_ the right ynderſtanding and applying ofthe name 


Now for that other place, [ſaiah g. 6, Chriſt is there ſaid 
tobe acounſellor, rhe prince of peace, ec, Such a counſellor Chriſt a coun» 
aSisalwaiesat hand to aduiſe ys : for he walks in the mid- ſeller, 
deſt of ys. Such a one as is furniſhed with wiſedome ſuffi- 
cient to counſel vs :For he is the ancient of daies, and the Reuel.: 
very wiſedome of the father. Such a oneas will giue vs his 
aduice freely. And laſtly ſuch a one as can and will make 
his counſell effe&tua)l. for he is che mighty God,and can doe 
what he will. Theretore what ſhould a Chriſtian trouble 
himſelfe ? Hath he craftie enemies? Coe to Chriſt for di- 
rection, whoſe wiſcdome is infinitely beyond their policy. 
Hath he firong encmies ? Goe to him who is mightier 
then they all. Ina word, hath he any outward afflition or 
inward corruption, that doth annoy and trouble him? 
Let him have recourſe to this name of God,and there he 
ſhall find a remedie for all; which bcing ſo many waiecs 
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profitable and helpefſull to a. Chriſtian, that muſt needs 
follow, which was at firſt ſet downe,to wit,thatthe know- 
ledge of the name of God, is a moſt effeQuall meanes to 
draw vs vnto feruent and faithfull prayer, 

This therefore ſerues firſt to confute ignorant perſons, 
and to ſhew that their prayers are but the exercifing. of 
their tongues, and of their lips; becauſe they are not ac- 
quainted with Gods name : and thence it is that they giue 
ouer praying intime of miſerie. When they have money 
and friends,health and ſtrength and the like, they beginne- 
to thinke and ſpeake with Dawid - That thrir mount ts ſo 
[trong that they ſhall never bee caſt downe:: and conclude 
with the rich man in the Goſpell, rhar they hane riches lard 
op for many zeeres,and therfore b:d their ſoules take their reſt. 
But what ſaith God, thou foole, 5c. Thele ace ignorant 
fooles indeed : for doe they not know that power belongs 
wrto God? [it not his name to bee called the mighty God? 
Riches haue no power atall in them, they cannot make a 
man liue one houre longer or nappier. 

When Dazid boaſted of his ſubie&s and ſouldiers, and 
of the arme of fleſh that hee had gotten, whatbecame of 
it? God withdrew his face alittle, and his ſonne and ſub- 
ies andall were againſt him. And as riches haue no po« 
werinthem,ſo neither do they procure any iot of kindnes: 
for kmdneſſe belongs vnto God :itis hisname to: be abundant 
in kindnes: And therefore wee mult goeto him for theſe 
things,and notto the world : and it is Gods mercy that 
men ſhould ſometimes deceiue vs,that ſo we mightlearne 
to truſt in God, and to ſeeke to God for theſe things, and 
notſo much vnto outward meanes, Carnall men in their 
profperitie will bragge, that they can call vpon God as 
well as the be(t of them. But this is ſure,if Gods name bee 
not as an ointment powred out and ſpread ypon their 
hearts,in time of diſtreſle, they will teeke vnto any rather 
then vato God, And thence itis,that when outward things 
faile them,they are altogether harcleſſe,and comfortleſle : 
They complaine that they want many. things, and ſo they 
doc . 
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doe indeed: but allis for that they want the knowledge 
of Gods name : which whoſoeuer knowes, he will nor di- 
truſt God though he haue no meanes : nor cruſt in them, 
though they haue all meanes. 

Secondly,this is for inttruQion : if we would haue com- 
fortable hearing in heauen, inall our wants and milcries, 
we mult labour to know Gods name, as it is reuealedin 
his word, that fo we ray be ableto reioyce in all diftreſſes, 
and to quiet our hearts 1n all diftempers. And when wee 
find more then ordigarie diſcomforts, let vs take occaſion 
thereby co condemne our {clues for our ignorance of Gods 
name. 

Many thatare accounted wiſe men, are too much caft 
downe in the time of miſery, which 1s an cuident figne that 
how excellent ſocuer they be for worldly policie, yet they 
want this heauenly wiſedome, For if they were acquain= 
ted with Gods name, they ſhould be able comtortablic to 
powre out their harts beſbee God, knowing that the Lord 
which createdall things ofnothing,is able to ſaue without 
meanes,and againſt meanes, 


Thirdly, this is for ſfinguler conſolation to thoſe that by V/z 3, 


many wofull miſeries, and ſore tentations, haue gotten 
ſome experimentall knowledge of Gods name: nor a vet= 
ball, bur a working knowledge. They haue felt his power, 
and taſted ofhis mercy, and grace,and kindnefle,&c. Such 
haue enough, yea more then all the world to (tay vpon : 


As £alomon ſaith ; the name of the Lord is a ſtrong toxer, the Pro.r8.10. 


righteous runneth untoit,and 15exalied, Here isa retuge and 
a hiding place forall ivſtmen,and for noneelſe, | 
Others may make a kind of offer, to goc towards that 
Tower : but if they failein righteouſneſſe,they will bee fo. 
farrefrom running, that they will goe limping, nay, hale 
downe right,and never comethither :but-all that are vp= 
right ia heart, may haue free accefſe, andfſufficient ſhelrer: 
wien they come thither, not oncly from the inuaſions of: 
men, but fromthe wiath of God, and from the firokesof 
God, asthe peſtilence, famine, warre, and the like :yea 
= G2 from 
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from the furie of Satan, and from the affaults of fnne, 

All other towersare but poore weake cotages. Let men 
dwell where they will,whither can they go,burt death will 
find them out? They way flic from the plague, but God 
will purſue them: for he is notanarcher that hath but one 
arrow,or ſuch arrowes onely, as will reach thoſe thatare 
neere : but though they ſhould runne to the end of the 
world, he is able to ſhoot atthem, and the arrowes of his 
vengeance will find them out. . No firength can defend 
them,when he comes againſt them with his firength : nay, 
all tbe power of men js but a broken reed, and all meanes 
of no force in themſelues, If wee onely vic them in obedi- 
ence, they will be asa ſtaffe to leane vpon : if wee reſt on 
them, they will be as a broken ſlaffe that will deceiue vs, 
and giue vs afall. | 

Verl.56. Thow haſt heard my worce, ſtop not thine eares, 
57. Thow dreweſt neere,cc, Whence this doctrine arifeth ; 

That Gods children in their prayers and ſervices, doe 
marke and know how they ſpeed:ſotharthey cannot one= 
ly fay,I thanke God, at ſuch and ſuch a time I prayed, bur 
O Lordthou diddeſt then heare my voice, ther diddeft thow 
draw neere vntome : atfuch atime I was put to it,and thou 
deliveredſt mee out of great danger. This wee ſec in the 
ſpouſe, who when her beloued was departed from her, 
ficb:; Inmy bed night by night [ Py bim,whom my ſoule 
loneth, and found himnot. Shee bad not that ioy and re- 
freſhing,as ſhe was wont to haue, from the vie of the pri- 
uate meanes, 2nd thee knew it, and obſerned it full well, 
Then ſhe went abtode, and there found as little ſuccefle. 
Afterwards ſhee comes to conferre with Gods Miniſters 
how ſhee might recouer her loue to Chriſt, and the feeling 
of Chrifſts loue vnto her, and yet there ſhee had not that 
full ſuccefle, as ſhe expeed. Then ſhe goes «little ferther, 
that is, (as was before ſhewed) waites patiently ypon God, 
and then ſhe found him whons her ſoule loned,and tooke hold of 
bims : that is,faſter hold then euer ſhe had done before.She 
had paid ſodearely for her negligence, that ſhee wouldbe 
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| warie how ſhefailed in her duety any more, Sothat when 
ſhe ſped well or ill, ſhe knew how it went with her, This 
pointis further proued vnto ys out of another verſe of this 
Chapter of the mam my ro where theſe words are vſcd: 

. When | crie and ſhont, hee ſhntteth ont my prayer : Not but 1 query 
that God tooke notice of it, and had a RN reward it: __ 
bur for the preſent he gaue themno anſwere, | 

They had hard hearts,and God faw that one crie and 
ſhout would nor be ſufficient to mollifie and ſoften them : 
and therefore he lets them pray and crie againe and again, 
and yet till they had the repulſe, as they obſerued to their 
| qo rg werable to this,is that inthe Ptalme,where 
David faith, If I regard wickedveſſe in my heart, the Lord will y, 11.6618 
not heare mee : But God hath heard we, and conſidered the © 
voice of my prayer. 
And there is reaſon why as they did marke how they Rea(on. 
ſped, ſoſhould we allo. | 
For vulefſe we doe fo, itis impoſſible that wee ſhould 
euer be thankfull for that wee receiue, or lay vp any tore 
of comfort againſt the time to come. If wee ſpecdill, wee 
ſhall goe away without any care or ſtudie to grow berter: 
if we ſpeed well, wee ſhall depart without any deſire of" 
olorifjing God, or of confirming our hearts for after- 

wards, 

Whereas diligent obſeruation how God deales with vs, 
would worke in vs great experience, both forour humilia- 
tion and conſolation, 

For ſometimes Gods ſeruants haue a comfortable an-= 

frwereto their ſutes,and thenthey come away as freſh,and 

nimblc,and joyfull,asif their hearts had bcene made glad 

by ſweet and pleaſant wine. At another time, they come Plal.tog.ry. . 

limping,and fainting away, as if they had 1eceiued ſome 
ricuous wound, So for the Sermon, now and then they 

} Gn from it, as from ſome norable feaſt, ſo merric and 

comfortable, as if they had made the beſt bargaine that 

euer they did in their liues : at ſome other times hey come 


out of the Church hanging downe their headsand full of | 
G3 penſine- 


oy 


I IEP = nay at 
jo 
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ofiveneſle, as if they had receiued the ſzntence of death. 
What is the cauſe hereof? Profane perſons thinke they are 


the melancholieſt, and vnconſtanteſt people in the world. 
Bur will not they themſelues looke heauilie on the mat- 


. ter, when they are crofled in things thatare moſt deare vn- 


tothem? And why them ſhould they blame Gods.ſeruants, 
if they bee ſometimes mertie, and ſometimes heauie, ac- 
cording as they ate croſſed or comforted in the word of 
life, which is more deare ynto them, then all the treaſures 
of the earth? Howlſocuer they may charge them to be vn- 
conſtant;-yet indeede they themtelues are more vncon- 
ſtant: For letthem haue ro deale with ſome grear Iudge, 


. about matters of theireſtate,and let them be told this day, 


that they are likely to have good and fauoiirable hearing : 
that the Iudgelikes well of them, and of their cauſe ; how 
ioyfulland iocund will they be? How will they talke ofit, 
and ina ſort boaſt of it? But let them come to the Iudge 
themſclues the next day, and let him frowne vpon them, 
and tell chem : I vnderſtand you are a leaud fellow:I know 
your prattiſes well enough : looke to your {elfe and ac- 
quite you well, leſt I firip you of you lands and life toge=- 
ther. Will not ſuch a ſalucation caſt them into their dumps, 
and make them lJooke heauie and fad, as if they were 
halfe dead? And if one ſhould aske them : Why are you 
ſo variable? They would wonder why hee ſhould make 
ſuch a queſtion. Haue wee not iuſt cauſe ro bee catt downe 
(would they ſay) when the Iudge that gaue me ſuch good 
hopes before, doch now looke and ſpeake ſo wrathfully a- 
vainſtmee? And wherefore then will you finde fault with 
Gods ſcruants,who deale with the King and Iudge of hea- 
uen and earth,in the matter of their ſaluation:whoſe fauor 
they eltceme more than all things in the world: and whoſe 
diſpleature they feare more then all the mens in the world: 
yeatiien death it feife ? Why (I ſay) doe you finde fault 
with them, if their comforts ebbe and flow,as matters goe 
better or worſe betivixt God and them ? 

This js for confucation of caraall hearers, who arc affe- 


&ed 
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Red atall times alike, They haue heard many hundred ſer- 
mons, bur they were neuer more comforted atone, then ax 
another, They are none of theſe changelings, butthe ſame. 
men (till. Burt let ſuch know,thathee that doth neuer feele 
himſelfe ficke, it is greatly to bee doubted hee is quite 


dead, Pax! was once aliue, before the Law came, and 1o kow.7. 


are all ynregenerate men in their owne conceite : they can 
heare the word without feare and trembling (theythanke 
Cod) and bee neuer troubled in their conſciences as ſome 
are, Doe youthanke God for this ſenſeleſnefle ?:Nay,doe 
not ſo,for that is a ſhamefull taking of his name in vaine : 
but rather repent before God, and craue pardon for the 
ſame, For they that feare leaſt, are the molthard-hearted 
people of all other,and they neuer ſucceed well, \. :: 


Thelike may be ſaid of them who arc alwaies alike af- Prou.28. 13. - 


feed in prayer : they neuer yet knew what a faithfull 
prayer meanues,. . | 


Secondly,this is for comfort tothbſe that ſee how-they 7) bs: :.27 


thriue, and marke when they ſpeed well or ill, whenthey 
comerto the word, to prayer,or the Sacrament : if they find 
a good cffeR, they may bee aſſured that God loues them 
and ſo bee thankfull for his mercie, and confident thereof 
for afterwards: If they goe away without an anſ{were,and 
without comfort (as-many times the Saints of God doe) 
they ſhall gaine a greater meaſure of humilitie, and bee 
more broken hearted : and thoughthey cannotend with 
thankſgiuing, yet they may end with the-prayer of the 
Publican ; Lord be mercifull unto me a ſinner, - 

And there is as great gaine by, humiliation at ſome- 
times,as by conſolation and ſweet feelings at other times, - 
For if wec ſhould haue alwaies a prelent anſivere , wee 
ſhould grow ſecure, and contemne theſe anſwers of God. 
For ſuch is our vile nature, that when things grow com- 
mon, they grow by degrees out of reckoning and eſtima- 
tion with vs: therefore God will not luffer vs. alwaies to 
haue preſent hearing. 


Whar is the difference then (may. ſome man ſay) be- Queſtion, 
tweene -.. 


Dott.4- 
Whom God 
once heares in 
mercie heeuer 
hcares, 


Reaſon, 
Heb.13.8, 
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eweene the regenerate and ynregenerate?ſith both of them 


 pray,and neither of them hauc hearing. 


eere is the differcuce,that the one ſort are not dead as 
the other are, He that feeles'an ague or any other diſeaſe, 
and is vexedandpained with it, any ſimple bodie will ſay, 
ſurely ſuch a one is aliue : and fo it may be concluded of 
everie Chriſtian that is troubled in his | Ara his pray- 
ers finde no better acceſſe ynto Gods throne : it is ſure 
ſucha one hath the life of grace in him,which isan cuerla« 
ſing life. | | 
But as for wicked men that neuer feele their fickneſle, 


| but grow to compariſons, that they can pray as well as the 


beſt of them : they are dead in finne, and without repen= 
tance ſhall periſhin their finnes, | Pare; 

Verl.56. Thou haſt heard my voicetherefore ſtop not thine 
exre] Whence this doQtrine may bee gathered : That thoſe 
whom God hath once heard in mercie, hee will alwaies 
heare, prevaile with God: once and cuer. With men it is 
net a geod argument to ſay, Sir you paid ſuchand ſuch a 
debtfor me; you holpe me out of priſon, ſuch and ſuch a 
time,therefore doe it againe : for it may bec hee hath by 
that meanes ſo weakened his eſtate alreadie, thathe isnor 
able to doe the like againe. But it is otherwiſe with God, 
all his former benefits, are as ſo many bonds for new 
bleſſings: if hee inclined his eare ynto vs,ſfuch and ſuch a 
time,when wee powred out our prayers and teares before 
him,we ſhall finde the like ſucceſle againe,vpon the vie of 
the like meanes, 

The reaſon hereof is drawne from Gocs nature : He « 
Iethoxah, yefterday,to day,and the ſame for ever. If hee haue 
receiued ys yeſterday,he can and will doe itinlike fort to 
day,yea,and wawnny + for ever,there is nochange in 
him. There remainesthe ſame cauſe of mercic (till in his 
nature :hee had as much reaſon toloue Peter after his fall, 
as before. And when Chriftprayed that Perersfaith might 
not faile,that proceeded from Chritts goadnefle,nor from 


Peters, If our prayers have been once a ſieete ſmelling 
facrifice 
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_ facrifice in the. noſtrils of the Lord,they ſhall neuerbeere- 
ieed byhim :once welcome to him andalwaics. Itisan 
argument that- will furely preuaile with God, Lord chox 


"_ 


dreweſt neere once, therefore doe it ſtill, To this purpoſe itis Heb. 12.2, 


faid,that Chriſt is the author and finiſher of our faith : where 
once he hath laid the foundation, he willreare vp the buil- 
ding, and bring it to perfeRion.So is.it aid inthe Pſalme : 


Prom enerlaſting to exerlaſting thon art our God, If euer God pal go.2, 


ſhould hauerefuſed to ſhew vs fauour, it would haue been 
then, when wee were dead in finne .: but euen then hee 
ſought ro vs, ere wee ſought after him,and before we ima- 
gincd any ſuch matter, hee was at the coſt to beſtow his 
Sonnesblood vpon vs,that his ſpirit might be ſhedabroad 
in our hearts, that wee might haue experience of his loue : 
that wee might haue title to his ſonnes death and merits, 
and being once his ſonnes and daughters might (till be fa. 
uoured,relicucd and ſuccoured by him. 

Letys coofider what wee doe,and be thorowly groun- 
ded and perſwaded vpon good warrant, before weetake 
comfort to our ſelues in Gods mercies.: but when we haue 
2 good foundation:to build our aſſurance vpon, let vs 
know thatall Gods merciesarecuerlaſting mercies. 

Firſt, this doQtrine makes for the teproofe and terror of 
ſuch. men and women, as hope that if the peſtilence, or 
death, or any other heauie afflition ſhould come, they 
. ſhould bce in caſe good enough, and doe as well as the 

beſt. And why? They will mals many good prayers, and 
deſire God to bee mercifull to hanans to forgiue them. 
Well, what will they anſwere to this ? They haue made 

good prayers(as they call them) heretofore, but what en- 
tertainment did they finde with God ? They have heard 
many aſermon,but what grace haue they gotten thereby? 
They hauc come tothe Sacrament as often as theirneigh= 
bors,but what mortification haue they gained by it ? Nay 
ſucelie they cannot ſay much for ſuch matters : they'are 
things that they neuer marked. Then their caſe will bee 
hard whcarouble comes. If they ow noold fore, pot - 

w 
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| will be ſhut out as the fooliſh virgins were. ' 
Matth.ryg, - AChriſtian hathan old ſtocke which heliuesypon:God 

hath heard him often, he hath giuen thanks to God, as of- 
ten,or at lcaſt very often : he hath gone through the pikes, 
but ſtil God hath been athis right hand,the remembrance 
whereof, will much ſuſtaine the heart, 

Butas for them that haue no experience of Gods for- 
mer fauors,in anſwering them in the daies and times when 
they haue called vypon Fm, they can haue little hope that 
they ſhall find-any kindnefſe from him, when afflitions 
take hold of them, 

If apriſomer that hath deſerued death ſhould fay, hee 
hopes well,and lookes for fauor : And why? He hath cue- 
ry day.put vp two or three ſupplications to the Tudge : we 
would aske him preſently, but what anſwere receiued you? 
If he ſhould tell vs, nay Incuer lookt to that:we would not 
thinke he ſhould ſpeed much the better for all his ſuppli- 
cations. Such is the caſe of hypoerites,that draw necre vn- 
to God with their lips, butnot with their hearts: though 
they thinke themſclues the ſafer and better for that, yet in- 
truth they are not, becauſe they had neuer in their liues a- 
ny ſigne of Gods Joue towards them for good, vpon the 
making of their ſuites knowne ynto him. And therfore let 
them getſome of this Rore : for that is it that will Rand 
them more in ſtead then all the goods in the world, 

Secondly, here isa vie of comfort for them that haue 
loſtthe fight and feeling of Gods fauor, Had they iteuer 
at a1]? Then they ſhall bee ſure to haue it againe. For this 
Plal.77.3-4-5-6 was Daxids caſe : He did thinke on God, and was more trow- 

bled : he prayed, and hs ſpirit was full of anguiſh, and all ſee- 
med to make againſt him, What then? /con/idered (faith 
he) the daies of old,and the yeeres of ancient time : I called to 
remembrance my ſong in the night, I cemmuned with mine 
owne heart,and my ſpirit ſearched diligently, &c. He recounts 
with himſelfe, how faithfull ke had beene vnto God : how 
mercifull God had beene vnto him, and then his little 
ſparke of hope and comfort became a great flame, W 
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If a man haue old prouiſion, he will doe well enough in 
the hardeſt times, If one can fay from an humble and fin- 
cere heart: Lord thou knoweſt thar I haue ſhed manya 
bitter tcare in ſecret for my ſins:I haue often with ioy prai- 
ſed thee for thy mercies,and powred out my heart in ſing- 
ing Plalmes in private : I haue ſought thee in the night, 
_—_ no bodie was by,when no eye was privie vnto it:and 
at ſuch times thou haſt vouchſafed ro looke downe from 
heauen with amercifull = ypon me, and haſt filled my 
ſoule with ioy vnſpeakeable and glorious, &c, If (1fay ) 
one haue het? and the like cuidences from former experi- 
ence, he may aſſure his heart that God will ſtillbee found 
of him in goodnefle till the ſhutting vp of his daies, and 


neuer withdraw his louing kindnefle from him. Oh, but Ob;eftion, 


now God frownes vpon mee, and withholds his louing 


countenance from me : What then? Hath there not beene Anſwer. 


a time when you could ſay, God drew neere vnto you,and 
beheld you with a fauourable eye? Yes, they cannot denie 


that, why then neuerfeare,he will returne againe, though p1.zo,,, 


hee hide his face fora time: Albeit, heanineſſe may endure 

for a night, yet ioy ſball come in the morning, For if God 
be once ours, hee is euer ours, And this ſhould bee the 
Raffe and ſtay of Chriſtians, when they haue loſt their fee- 
ling. 

Verſ.56. Stop not thine eare from my ſigh, and from my 
cry.] Here is ſhewed what ſeruice they brought vnto God: 
they did nor pray alone, but ſigh, nor ſigh alone but cry. That 
is,they drew forth their prayers ſrom a fernenthart, which 
was asathirſtic land that gapesfor the raine, and iseuen 
ready to drinke vpand deuoure the clouds, Which words 
afford vs this doctrine : | 

Thar they that would not haue God to ſhut his cares a- 


Deft.s. 


gainſttheirprayers, muſt be ſure that they figh and crie ; Ferucnciein- 
and thatthcir petitions proceed froma broken heart, and RY a 
from an humble ſpiric. So the Prophet [/oe/bids them, ren? 1,21 2.11. 
your hearts,and not your garments,crc, For till the heartbe 
cuen puld in pieces by godly _— ſinne and luſt will 
| 2 not 


358 


Pfal.51.17. 


Mark.7.34. 
I; zam,1 el 6, 


Reaſon, 


Of, I; 


Pfal.32. 


Jam.s.9. . 


Go The ſecond Sermon. 
not out: and then there canbe no acceprance looked for 
with God.,cither of ys or of our ſeruices, Therefore Dazid 
ſaith ;:the ſacrifices of God are a contrite ſpirit : acomtrite 
ana broken heart,O Lord.thouwilt not deſpiſe. Therefore did. 
Chriſt grove in his ſpirit; when hee prayed for that poore 
raanin the Goſpell.So did Hannah /fighand weepe ſore,and 
powred ont her [oe befere God. 

And there is good reaſon, to moue vs tolabour thus in- 
wardly to be touched :Fortill wee hauethe ſenſe and fee- 
ling of our wants, wee may well ſpeake, bur wee can ne- 
uer pray : till the heart be pained wlth.finne and corrupri-- 
on,it is impoſſible to be ferucnt for the pardon of ir, as it 
is for one thathath no feeling of poucrtie, earneſtly to in- 
treat for a ſupplie of his neceſſities :and for one that hath 
no ſenſe of his licknes, tobe an inftantſuter for the meanes 
of health. | | 

Firſt, this ſerues for the reproofe of thoſe that. come with 
drowhe and vcrball prayers: who deale like corruptand 
naughtie Lawyers,that looke for a fee, and yet when they 
are atthe barre, tella drowſic and idle. tale, without any 
fecling of their clienrs cauſe : So many there are that come 
with words of courſe to intreat God to pardon their fins, 
and ftrengthen their faith, but neuerpowre out their ſoules 
before God, but onely ſpend a little breath : And they. 
ſpeed accorciogly; for their cold prayers bring but.cold 
ſucceſle. 

And this is-truenot onely of the wicked, but euen of 
the godly. Dexid rored and cried, but hee was never the 
better, till he confeſſed his finne, being inwardly grieued 
for the ſame : but then both ſinne _ puniſhment were 
remouedat once, | 

This may teach vs to ftrive withthe Lord in ourprayers 
and ſupplications ; labouring for this crying and EF hin 
that is ſo needefull :-and then doing as here the Churc 
did, we ſhall ſpeedas they did. Many there are that figh in 
their troubles, But how? James tels vs : They ſigh one a- 

g8inſt another, and not vader the burthen of their finnes, 
| Nog 
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nor-through an earneſt deſire of Gods mercie: Theyligh - 


ynder the waight of vakindnefle that lie ypon them, and 
clamor againſt men, but hauelictle feeling of their owne 
ynkindneſſesagainſt God to bee humbled for them, Bur 
theſe are ſighes of the fleſh, and not of the ſpiric Ler vs 

rone from a'broken hearr, and the Lord will-giue vs 


ife hen we are troubled m ſpirit + and the longer we-waite Ifa.57.15.. 


and crie,the greater meaſure of comfort we ſhall haue, and 
the longer ir ſhall rarrie with vs, = ? 

Verſ:57, Thou dreweſt neere, ] Not in his eſſence :{for ſo 
is he alwaiesalike heere)butin his:mercifull preſence and 
with gratious deliuerance. Which wordsthus vnderſtood, 
doe yeeld ys thispointof doQtrine :: x 


That in the day that we: draw neereto God inprayer; Do#,6. 


God will draw neere to vs in mercy : when we ſend yp our God is as rea- 
petitions vnto him; he-will ſend downe ſpeedy and: com- dieto heareas 


fortable helpevnro vs. Thoſe that are ſutcrs'vato "Gody © 52 Pray+ 


ſhall bee alwaies ſure of good ſucceſſe :'cuen 'abour thas 
thatthey can aske or thinke.. Whether theit requeſts bee 
that their enemies may bee repreſfed, or that their owne 
corruptions may be-ſubdued,or whatſocuer eMe, they ſhall 
be ſure to ſpeed well.. So faith our Sauiour p #hoſoener 
akerh receineth,andhe that ſeeketh: findeth, and to him thas 
knocketh it ſpall be opened, Let one knocke at the-chamber 
of Preſence of an earthly King, ifhe be poore and baſe, he 
ſhallbe bid to ſtand backe : but let one knocke at Gods 
p_ chamber, how meane and contemptible foener 


cebe,he ſhall haue no repulſe. As Davidteſtifieth ; God is Phl.145.13.29 


neere to all' that call wpor him, yea to all that call upon him in 
trutb:hee vill fulfillthe deſires of thoſe that feare him, Though 
their hearts be ſo oppreſſed y the y can bring no'words. that 
js no matter:God.will haue -reſpetotheir very deſi es; 
Men will not heare ſuch many times as haue been good 


and faithfull ſeruants vnto them : but God will heare ſuch 


Mazth.7.8, 


as haue beene. rebels: againſt -him,, -whenſoeuer they +: - 


turne vnto him by true repentance,and crieyntohimfrom 
abrokea heart. | 


Wy: | This + 


"28s 
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This we ſee in the booke of Chronicles, where it is faid, 
that the 1ſraclites lined many yeares without the true God: 
And why? becauſe they had no preaching, nor powerfull 
miniſterie,o Prieſt to teach them,as there it is ſaid:yer who- 
ſoener returned is his miſerie and ſought God, he vw. found of 
bir : according to that ſaying, hoſoever ſhall call pon che 
name of the Lord ſhall be ſaued. 

An example of Gods goodnefle in this regard, we haue 
in /ozah,who albcit he had dealt fooliſhly,and wascaſt in 
to the ſea for it, yet God heard him out of the bellie of the 
fiſh,and ſer him ypon the drie land againe. So the theefe 
on the crofle, had bin a notable malefaRor,yet he no ſoo- 
ner opened his mouth for mercie, but Chriſt (though in 
great extremitic at that time) reſpeed him,and his ſuite : 
neuercaſtinghim inthe teeth with his old finnes. So Ma- 
aſſes had been a wofulland miſcrable finner, yet when he 
cried tothe Lord in his diftreſſe,he heard him, ſet him free, 
and reſtored him againe to his kingdome, Hee had done 
ewill in the fight of the Lord,like the abominations of the hea- 
then : he renined [dolatrie which his father had abohiſhed,wor- 
ſhipped the boſt of heanen, defiled the Temple of God, cauſed 
his ſonnes topaſſe thorow the fire, gane himſelfe to witchcraft, 
ard charming, and ſorcerie: and did very much enill in the 
fee ht of the Lord,and that to anger him: Aﬀer all this, God 
admoniſhed him by his Prophets, but hee world not heare. 
Then the Lord brought vpon him the Captaines of the hoſt of 
the King of eA(hur,»hich put bimin fetters,and bound ham in 
chaines,and carried him to Babel. 

Now being in ſore tribulation, heprayed vnto the Lord 
bis God who was intreated of him,and heard his prayer. 

Andto ſhut vp all, whatſoeuer our caſe bee,in Plal.107. 
it is ſhewed,rhar if we ſeeke ro the Lord,we ſhall haue helpe, 
Some are rebels and care not for the word of God, but de. 
ſpiſe the counſels of the moſt bigh; then he cafts them in pri- 
ſon,and bindsthem.in beaflc andiron, ſo that al their hope 
is gone :atlength they crie wnto the Lord; which they can 
no ſooner do,bur he breakes the gates of braſſe and the barres 
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of iron aſunder,and ſets them ar libertic : ſo tharan humble 
and feruentprayer,we ſee, drawes vs out of bondage, and 
ſets vsat large :andin fiead of mourning and heauinefſe, 
giues ys matter of reioycing,and praiſing of God. 
Anotheris caſt into the ſea, every foote readie to bee 
ſwallowed vp,the Pilot hath neither skill nor will co help; 
yet when their prayers aſcend vnto heauen, God rebukes 
| the ſea and the winds, and they are quickly at the haven 
t where they wowld be, | 

And fo for famine and euerie other miſerie, God hath a- 
medicine for euery fickneſſc,and a falue for every ſore:and 
when men crie ynto him, he is readie to helpe fon in all 
extremities,as is there more particularly ſpecified, 

1 Which ſeruesto reprooue our miſcrable blindneſle 7/4; x 
and hardnefle, whonotwithſtanding Gods ſufficiencie and 
readines to helpe, yer will ſeeke vnto vaine helps, digging 
to our {clues ceſternes that will hold no water. If the Lord 
had euer failed vs, orany other that reſted on him, there. 
had been ſome reaſon to doe fo : but feeing God would 
haue vs beholding vnto him,and hee hath neuer failed an 
that waited vpon him, why ſhould wee not turne to God, 
rather then goe to any other ? 

Oh,but the times are hard,and the world is naught. : 

Itis ſo to you, becauſe you are ſo to God : andiuſt it is Ob;je;oy.. 
that you ſhould not finderclicfe, becauſe you ſeeke it not 2yſwer, . 
where itmight be found, 

Secondly, this makes for ſingular conſolation : would Tſe 2. 
we know how it ſhall goe with vs for bodic and ſoule, for 
name and ſtateand all; then let vs looke what courſe wee _ 
rake. Doe wecall ypon the name of God? Then help and  /* 
comfort is at hand : God & neere onto all them that call vpon WO 
bim in truth : though not with that firength- of faith as 
they ſhould. Ifwee ſcekg him, hee will be found of vs, Heeli- yarh.7.8,” 
miteth vs not for time nor things; and therefore wee may 
looke for helpe at all times, andinall things: and when 
wee haue moſt neede, then wee ſhall bee ſure of the beſt 
helpe. | 
But 
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:' But if wee would be certaine of this comfort, wee mul 
withattob{rue theſe rules: : ASOSST It 0421 . 
,>x Thatwee put all wickedneſſe out of our hearts, and 
out of our hands : that wee humble onr ſelues, and twrne from 
or wicked Wa4ies, Let vs remoue ourifinnes, and God iwill 
remoue our croſſes, So lemes exhorts them, Purge your 
hands ye ſinners, and your hearts ye hypocrites : thatis it that 
they muſt doe, if they would haue God to draw neere vnto 
them. For God loucs not to dwell in a heart defiled with 
finne : he will turne his eyes and cares fromvs,if we conti- 
nue in our euill waies: becauſe when our tongues crie for 
mercie,our finnes criefor yengeance. 

Bur, will ſome ma:1ſay,who can looke for hearing from 
God,ifthe caſe ſtand thus? for who:can come to himwith- 
out iniquitie? | | 

Though wee. cannot come without _ yet wee 
mey come without the love and liking of iniquitie, and 
with ſorrow and ſhame for our iniquitie : and then itne- 
uer hinders our prayers, as wee ſee in the examples before 
alleaged. | | 

2 Another rule is,that wee muſt ſeeke God by all his 
meanes, as in that place of the Canticles before alleaged, 
when the Church had Joſt Chrift, that is, the feeling of 
his loue, and the ſenſe of that communion which former- 
lie ſhe had had with him, ſhe vſeth allpriuate and publike 
meanes,and at length commeth toconference with Gods 
ſcruants, (which few will docill they be driuen to itof ne- 
ceſſitie) and then hauing waited a while,/e finds him whom 
her ſonle lowed, The ſame muſt be our prattiſe : if one medi- 
cine will not ſerue the turne, vie another : Pray, faſt, medi- 
rate,conferre, and then atlaſt the Lord will bee found in 
mercie. But as weeareflacke in vſing any of the meanes, ſo 
ſhall wee faile in our comfortable expeRationof fauour 
from God, | | 

3 Thelaſtruleis,that we muſt vſe the meanes diligent- 
ly,andin goodearneſt: for if wee make baſe account of 
Gods mercies,itis juſt wee ſhould goe without them. The 


prayer 
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tion, if if bee ferwent, Goddelinereth the poore when be crieth, 


Ifthey would haue hearing, there muſt bee crying. God 


65' 
prayer of the righteous auailes much, but with this condi- l 


am. 5.16, 
Plal.73.13. 


powrer forth floods of grace: but vyon whom? On the thirſtie 16,44, , 


ound, ; 
Hence is it that a number reade,and heare, and pray,and 
= reuaile not,becauſe they doeit ſodrowſilie and care- 
efſelie. The Lord deferres to helpethem, becauſe they are 
not fir for helpe, and doe not firive and wreſtle intheir 


prayers as /acob did, Let ys therefore vic all the meanes, Hoſca,t2.3. 


and that with conftancie and carefuluefſe, and then wee 
ſhall obtaine our hearts deſire in mercie. 

' Vetrſ:57. Tho ſaiedſt, Feare not, Not that therecame 
any ſuch voice yntotheir eares, or that God vied any ex- 
traordinarie meanes to ſpeake vnto them, but when they 
drew neere to God, and calt their cares _-_ him, and laid 
open their ſorrowes vnto him, God did fo comfort them, 
as if hee had ſpoken vnto them: they were content to 
make him their ſtay, and to truſt him with their ſoule and 
Race and all, and then hee pacified their hearts, and gaue 
them an expected anſiwere to their prayers. Now in that 
God aid, Feare nor, the pointis: 

That Gotlonelie can cure the heart of feares, If ten thou- 


fand ov war had ſaid vnto them, feare not, if God had 6 
o by his ſpirit, they would haue feared foral that. frees the heare 


not ſaid 


Doft7, 
od —__ 


For firſt men cannot remoue the cauſe of feare, which God from feares. 
onely can, Thence it is thatthe wicked flee, when none par- Reaſons 1, 
ſnerh thew:whereas the righteous are bold as 4 Lion, Becauſe Proad.s. 


their linnes are remoued, and they reconciled to God 
through Chriſt, who hath made a ſufficient paiment for 
them, toſatisfic his fathers iuftice. 

2 Secondly, God onelie can giuefaith, which ridsthe 
hearr of feare: in which regard Chriſt faith ; why drd you 
feare, O yee of little faith? Implying thereby, that all our 
troubleſome diſtempers, proceede from want of faith. 

Now becauſe none can giue that but the ws God 
thereforenone can heale: wm heatt of feares but only _ 
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3 Athird reaſon is, becauſe God onely can put his true 
feare into our hearts, which is a mighty defence againſt 
falſe feares, As godly ſorrow is a firong fortreſle againſt 
worldly ſorrow, and godly ioy a firong bulwarke againſt 
carnall ioy. Therefore it is ſaid, Plal 112. 1. Blefſeds: the 
man that feareth the Lord,c, Hee ſballnot bee afraid of ill 
Haings, 
Firſt, this confutes their follie and ertour, that thinke if 
they go two or three miles fromgtheplace where the ſick- 
neſle 15, and there haue their gates ſhut, and all things care- 
fully looked vnto, then they ſhould not be ſo fearefull as 
theyare: asif that outward meanes could cure the heart 
of feares ; nay, thatmuſt be the Lords worke. If they carrie 
with them the peſtilence of an ill conſcience, an heart full 
of couctouſneſle, full of pride, and of worldly luſts, death 
will enter into the window,ifit cannot at the doore, and 
will find them out, and ſet vpon them at midnight, as 
well as atmidday. For God hath a quarrell againſt their 
fins,and he will purſuc them whitherſoeuer they goe : and 
how can they ſtand, when the curſe of God hath themin 
chaſe? Will you feare the plague-ſore vpon the body; and 
will you not much more feare it ypon your ſoules? Will 
you flee from thatthat is but a medicine ynto the godly; 
and not from that which is the very bane of the whole 
man? In truth thoſe thatcarie with them a hearrfull of 


pride,and luſft,and ſuch iniquitiesas God abhorres,where- 


ſocuer they liue,are in greater danger then the godly that 
liuc in the peſt-hovuſe it ſelfe, having their hearts purified 
by ſaith,and their hope ſetled ypon Ieſus Chriſt, | 

Andtherefore thinke not to put away ſuch feares, by 
garning and companic-keeping, bo eating and drinking 
and ru, 0. : forthey will returne againe, though they 
may be ſmothered for a time, and an ill conſcience will bee 
a fearcfull conſcience, 

Secondly,this coctrine miniflreth ynto vs this infiruti- 
on, that if we would be disburthened of feares, we ſhould 
g9 to God, that can worke in ys athorow cure, Not od 
N | (4 
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the meanes of ſeruing Gods prouidence, were tobe negle- 
Red,or asif we ſhould not walke circumſpeRly,and auoid 
the occaſions of danger : but when we doe fo, wee ſhould 
notreſton the meanes, nor thinke, Iam out of the place 
where the plague js, therefore Iam free from Gods firoke, 
If one ſhould ſay, I cannot die till God haue appointed, 
and therefore I may goe into places of infe&tion, this 
were a tempting of God: butit were worſe for a wicked 
finner to thinke, I am not neere places of infeRion, there- 
fore | am ſafe. ; 
If then wee would bee ſoundly cured of feares, firſt let Helpes agdinft 
ys goe ynto the Lord witha broken heart, and beſeech _—— , 
him to pt courage into vs, and to giue ys affurance of e- * " 
cernall life ; and the ioy of the holy Ghoſt ; then come life 
or death, wee ſhall notbee much diſmayed. This is one 
ſpeciall meanes,to free our hearts from ynneceſſarie feares, 
cuen faithfull prayer: as the Apoſile ſhewes, where hee Philip.4.. 
faies, [» nothing be carefall, but mall things let yaut requeits 
bee made knowne to God,e, Hee bids themnot take away 
the occaſions Without, but heale the heart within ; for 
then they ſhall be ſafe enough: The peace of God that paſ- 
feth all vnderftanding, ſhall keepe their hearts and minds in 
Chriſt:[eſus': that is, in a blefſed-commnnion with Chritt 
Ieſus, whereby they ſhall bee poſſeſſed withſuch peace as 
nohe knoweth/what it meanes, but thoſe that haue taſted 
of it: which quiets and ſets downe the heart and minde, 
and ſercles the ſame inthe aſſurance of a happic ifſte, out 
' of all ftraites and difficulties: as wee ſee in Daxid, who Pfar 
hauing committed himſclfe to God, who was' able and Li 
had-promiſed toc helpe him, he triumphs ouerall his cne- 
mies,and faith hee will not feare though ten thouſand ſhould 
nopaſſe hins round about. That was great oddes :and one 
would rhinkehehad little .need to'vſe ſuch ſpeeches, but 
rarher torunne away asfaſt as he could, at leaſt he ſhould 
eakelictte ſJeepe' in the night, ſo long as hee was inſuch 
dariges: or if hee did le-downe andfleepe, he ſhauld haue 
htelchoperoriſezgaineirtthe morning : yer we ſec _ Fo 
0:44 | Iz that 
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that hes laid him downe and ſlept, and voſe ap aine, becauſe the 
Lord ſuſtained him : and this he got by calling vpon God: 
asit is ver{c4, | 

2 Secondly,if we-would not be oppreſſed with feares,la« 
bor to be righteous:for wickedneſſe makes men daſtardlie, 
whereas rightcouſneſſe makes men ſtout as Lyons,that wil 
not looke ouer the ſhoulder, for.the barking of cue 
dogye, but walke on withour.all feare. Indeed the child 
of God, will not bee preſumptuous; neither will hee bee 
timorous : though his enemics, ſinne, Satanand the world 
be-trong,yethe knows God is ſtronger,and that none euil 
can come vnto him without the Lord.. 

Which if we can thorowly.meditate vpon, and take this 
reccite cuery morning, to ſeaſon our hearts with the feare 
of God,andto waſhour hearts and hands from vnrepented 
ſins ; walke where. we will, ſo itbe in our waies, nothing 
ſhall be able to hurt vs... 

Verſ. 58. Thou haſt maintained the canſe of my ſoule, } 
That is, thou . haſt ſtood on my part, and freed mee 
from death , that was intended againſt me . For though 
my name and libertie and riches be taken from me, 
= my life is redeemed : and that is thy mercie that 

odieand ſouleare not yet parted, Whence.the dodtrine 
is : 7 | | 

That Godis the maintainer and: vpholder of his peo 
ple. Howſocuer Kings and Princes be nurfing fathers vn- 
ro Gods Church, yetthat is not becauſe he needs them, 
but becauſe he would doe thema good turne, in imploy- 
ing them in his ſcruice. And therefore may God be called 
the vpholder of his people, becauſe he.ſaues them fr their, 
finnes; and from the puniſhments due to their fins, which, 
norman can doe : He watches over them night and day, and 
waters them enerie moment ; and hee will contend with thens. 
that contend againſt his people: [ſa.49.25. | 

This ſhould ftrike a terror into the hearts of thoſe that. 


are injurious ynto Gods ſeruants : they are bold whare the 


hedge is loweſt; eucxie dwarſe aduentures to i > 
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But ſetthem know; that God is as a wall-of fireabour bis 
Chutch;and he will maintaine the right of his children. 
Indeed their propsare, and till haue beene, ſo weake; 
thier enemies ſo many, ſo malitious, and ſoftrong, that it 
is a miracle the Church ſtands to this day.: but God hath 
beene, andeuer will be the ypholder of it and therefore 
itmuſt needs gocill with thoſe, thar lift vp Memſclues a- 
gainſt ir, | 


Secondly,here is a notable conſolation for the afflited Ve. 2. 


people of God. Howlſocuer they haue few meanes and few 
friends; and where they ſhould haue moſt helpe they haue 
leaſt; where they looked for comfort, they nd diſcomfort 
and where they thought to be. enriched, they are impoue- 
riſhed : yetif they.can pray,all ſhall be well, ; 
Ifmoney and friends, and large reuenues andthe like, 
had beene the vpholders of the Church, it would haue 
one fo the ground-Jong ere- this. But what faith the 
Church here 2O Lord thow haſt maintainpd the cauſe ofmy 
ſoule. There is; our Ray tletvs beg; ſux wee kaue a good 
cauſe, and-lay it before Gods, judgement: ſcat, and then - 
though we be ouerborne, God will notbe ouerberne, bug 
he will and on our fide, euen hee that louesigoodnefle, 


and hates wickedneſſe, and will be. auenged on'theſe thaz C- - 


bend themſglies. and yhair-cndeauers-to doc milchiefe yn= 
tohis people. If.49.36: :; ena rmaxyr i. hits vr. 

+ , We would willingly have 'him to heeour Tudge, who 
is mottiuft, who carries the greateſt loue to ys, and our 
cauſe, and the hardeſtmind againſt our aducrſaries : ſuch 
anone is God, And therefore ſeeing we haue a good cauſe 
roftand in, eyen the matterofaur falyationz and enemies 
whom God hates with a deadly hatred, the diuell,'the 
world and the fleſh, &c, this ſhould putlife and heartinto | 
vs; to goe vnto ChriſtIeſus our +2 moan hath ſo dearely 
Joued vs, as to lay down his life for'vs, that hee. might 


deliuer vs from all;our enemies, and. bring vs through Eibet 


the croubles,.,znd tentations of . this miſerable . wor 
yaro. cucrlaſting Oaparſy, ip; tþ6 heauens.. When - 
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wee:are ouercharged with” butthens and rentations'; 
let vslay them vpon him;and fay,Lord, thou haft ynderta- 
kento comfort thy children : I am not able to vndergoe 
ehis chat is yponme ; therefore doe thou maintainemy 
cauſe,and helpe and deliver mefrom my miſerie. | 

Veri.59. Thou haſt ſcenemy Wrong, | From theſe words 


| this dotrine maybe colleted : 
, Doft.9. 


That there is nothing done, ſpoken, or thought againft 
any Chriſtian, but God takes knowledge of it:there is not 
one practiſe, ſlander,or deuice of cruell beaſts againſt the 
ſheepe of Chit, but God ſees ir, and markes it, And this 


_ muſtneedsbe ſo'; 


- -x Firth, becauſethey ate his flocke; and therefore.hee 


; Jouestolookeynto them, eſpecially fith hee hath paid fo 


deerely for them, + Re 

2 Secondly, itishisnaturetobehold all things. For he 
that maide the eye. ſhall wot hed ſee? &c, Hee is abowe vs all, 
and through vt all, andints all. Yes, weeareas it were the 
apple of blr'oy#- Now: itfis ahard matter for one to come 
with thorutsropittoaranotherscye,and hee notrake'no» 
tice ofit: and © +" 1 f ' | 
 -'3- Thirdly;God doth therather obſerue the indignities 
that are offered" viito his children,becaufetheir prophane 
adicrfaries' doe-hatethis image in them, For when they 
were as bad as themſelues , they” could liue: with theny 
twenndecorthirtiepecres, and bee'good friends with them: 
bur when once they renouncethe ſeruice of Satanand of 
their owne lus, viito which they are 'in bondage ith 
thenthey oppoſe withmight and wine againſtthems and 
therefotcitis ſaid; for thy ſake bianewe ſuffered rebake ſhame 
Dulth emer dont flees 3 7169/05 07 
0' 4 The' fourth aid lafiyeaſon, why God muſt needs 
take notice of thewrongs done vato his ſeruants, is, be- 
cauſe irbelongs to'litm t6 reward encry ont abcording td 
their worker, Hee miſt and will givetherty full pay, and 
therefore hee keeps aFyporr int atidils'!record, As the 
Frorkes of ditighabus ſhall Rargifor ther; ſo ſhall tbe 


*Y, workes 


T3577, 
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workes of reprobates be written in great capitall letters a- 
gainlt them, that all the world may take notice of them ar 
the laſt day, | | | 

This offers vnto vs matter of ſingular comfort. Howfo. ©/e, 
ever the aduerfaries be buſie ar watgþfull to plot and pro- 
cure the hurt of Gods Church; they cannot be ſo vigilang | 
for the hurt of it,as God is watchfull for the good of it:and 9 
therefore they may be ſure they ſhall haue a happie iſſue 
out of all their troubles,if ſo be they can make their mone- 
to God, and waite patiently for his mercy. 

But what need we lay open our griefes before him, ſee- Obiettion, 
ing thathe knowes them all before hand? 

Though he doe know them, yet hee would haue you to Anſwer. 
preferre your bill of complaint, and that will be forthe in- 
creaſe of your comfort,and further zperience of his loue : 
and howſocuer hee purpoſe to deſtroy the wicked, yet | 
would he haue you to go on in your ſuiragainſtthem ftill, '. +; 

Neither is this to bee reſtrained onely to corporall cne- . 
mics, but it holds much more ſtrongly for ſpirituall ene- - N 
mies, Say aman bee ſurcharged with fans and Satan: let | 
him bemone his caſe before the Lord,and it will bea mar- "» 
vellous eaſe vnto him, If one of our children ſhuld bur ſay, - 
father or mother, Iam exceeding ficke, ready to faint vn- 
der my paines, &c, he need {lay no mbtfe : this would.ſer-. 
their hearts and hands on worke to doe him good. Andis - 
there not farre more loue inour heauenly Father ? Yes > 

furely : and therefore in all ſich extreamities,ler God 

bee ourrefuge, and let ys caſtall ourcares and 
forrowes vpon him, who isable and wil- 
ling to beare them,andin due ſcaſon 
to free vsfrom them and in the. 
end, to make vs gainers - 
by them, 


FINTIS.. 


